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A  four-year-old boy was asked to give thanks 
before Thanksgiving dinner. His family 

bowed their heads in expectation. He began his 
prayer, thanking God for all his friends, naming 
them one by one. Then he thanked God for 
Mommy, Daddy, brother, sister, Grandma, 
Grandpa, and all his aunts and uncles. Then he 
began to thank God for the food. He gave thanks 
for the turkey, dressing, fruit salad, cranberry 
sauce, pies, cakes, and even the Cool Whip. Then 
he paused, and everyone waited--and waited. After 
a long silence, the young fellow looked up at his 
mother and asked, “If I thank God for the broccoli, 
won't he know that I'm lying?” 
 
Another little boy found something unique to give 
thanks for. As his parents listened, he prayed, “And 
God bless Mommy and Daddy . . . and thank you 
for sending Jesus to wash away our sins . . . so that 
we can have new ones.” 
 
During November our minds turn to Thanksgiving. 
And we have much for which to be thankful. Yet, 
how easy it is to forget by taking for granted so 
many of God’s good gifts. In fact, it often seems 
the more we have, the less gratitude we feel. 
 
The story is told about a woman named Carol who 
decided she wanted to do something nice for her 
neighbor Mrs. Jones, so she baked a pie and carried 
it next door. When Mrs. Jones opened her door, she 
was surprised to see Carol holding the pie. She 
replied, “For me? Oh, thank you so much! You just 
don't know how much I appreciate it! You are so 
thoughtful for doing this! Thank you!” 
 
Because Mrs. Jones liked the pie so much, Carol 
decided the next week to bake another one. When 
she took it over, Mrs. Jones opened the door and 
said, “Thank you so much. You are so kind!” 
 
When she took another pie over the following 
week, Mrs. Jones simply replied, “Thanks.” Carol 
took another pie over the next week and Mrs. Jones 
responded, “You are a day late with that pie.”  

The following week she baked another pie. This 
time her neighbor said, “Try using a little more 
sugar and don't bake it quite as long. The crust has 
been a little bit hard lately. And I'd like cherry 
instead of apple filling next time.” 
 
The next week Carol was so busy, she was unable 
to cook for her neighbor. When Carol passed by 
her house on the way to the store, Mrs. Jones 
looked through the window and noticed she wasn't 
carrying a pie. She then stuck her head out the 
window and yelled, “Where's my pie?!” 
 
It's so easy to get used to our blessings. After 
enjoying them for a while, we begin to think we 
deserve them. Then instead of being thankful, we 
start complaining. This process occurs so slowly, 
we don't even realize it's happening. Our attitude 
has changed from being grateful to ungrateful. 
 
Pastor and author Bruce Larson points out that true 
freedom comes in an “attitude of gratitude.” He 
adds, “Gratitude is a freeing emotion. It allows one 
to see beauty in everyday situations. It springs from 
humility. People who expect the world to cater to 
them cannot be grateful. People who cannot be 
grateful are never satisfied. An attitude of gratitude 
often leads to contentment, and contentment goes 
hand in hand with inner peace and joy. So those 
who are not grateful are often lacking in inner 
peace and joy. The least grateful people are usually 
the loudest complainers.” 
 
Is it any wonder the Bible contains over 250 verses 
that contain the word Thank or some form such as 
Thanks or Thanksgiving? Is it any wonder Martin 
Luther began both his morning prayer and evening 
prayer by saying, “I give thanks to you, heavenly 
Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son . . .” 
 
So, whether it is November or September or June 
or July, a wonderful way to derive the greatest 
benefit in faith and hope is to cultivate an attitude 
of gratitude.   
 
          — Pastor Rayl 
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ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS 
 

To keep current information for office records, if your name, address or phone number changes, please notify the office 
by faxing 419-691-7220, or mailing this form to: 2471 Seaman St./ Toledo, OH  43605. Email: office@firststjohn.com 
 

Name  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State Zip  ___________________________________________  Phone  _____________________________ 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

Our annual meeting is Sunday, December 10th 
following both services when we will elect new 
council members and vote on the 2018 budget.   

 Member Address Changes 
 
Nicolas & Jessica Baron 
245 Rood St. 
Northwood, OH  43619 
 

Daniel Bibish & Gwynne Lorenzen 
1170 Running Brook Dr. 
Perrysburg, OH  43551 
 

Colin & Sandy Gill 
7889 Winterbourne Dr. 
Monclova, OH  43542 
 

Derrick & Ashley Stout 
505 N. Wynn Rd. 
Oregon, OH  43616 

CHICKEN AND HAM DINNER 
 

Saturday, November 4th 
4:00 pm —7:00 pm 

 

Take Out Available! 
 

Ticket Prices are $10.00 for Adults, $4.00 for 
children 3 - 12, and free for children 2 and under. 
Tickets will be available after church on October 
29th, in the church office during the week, or at 
the door. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS  
CHILD DEADLINE 

 

The Operation Christmas Child 
ministry gives Christmas gifts to needy 
children across the world. Pamphlets 
with suggested gifts are available with empty 
shoeboxes (unwrapped) in the lounge, the Narthex, 
and in the JAM Sunday School room in the 
basement of the church. Once you fill a box (or 
boxes), please return it to the church office with 
your $9 donation for shipping NO LATER THAN 
NOVEMBER 19th. Shoeboxes will be delivered the 
next day, and we cannot accept them after that date. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 

The Day School’s Thanksgiving Feasts 
are coming up. If you have time and 
would like to help prepare and serve, 
volunteers are needed and appreciated. 

Help is needed Tuesday to Friday, November 14-17 
between 9 am and 3 pm each day. Please call the 
school office at 419-691-6480 if you can help, even 
if it’s for an hour or two. The children help prepare 
the food. Our menu includes “stone soup,” pumpkin 
bread, and vegetables in cornucopias. This is a great 
opportunity to mingle with school families and give 
them a glimpse of the friendly, family atmosphere of 
First St. John.   

WELCA NEWS 
 

IMPORTANT: WELCA’s General 
Meeting has been changed to Monday, 
November 20th at 6:30 pm in the 
lounge. ALL women are welcome to 
attend. We will have nomination of officers and will 
vote on our 2018 budget.  
 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped with last 
month’s Drive Thru Barbecue. We made $333.43 to 
be donated to the Roof Fund.  
 
RENOVATED WOMEN’S RESTROOM: The 
ladies room in the basement of the church has been 
totally renovated, and it is beautiful. Thank you to 
everyone who worked so hard on this project.  
 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY is Sunday, 
December 3rd. See page 5 for more details. 
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ELDERS FOR NOVEMBER 
 

 7:45 am  10:15 am 
11/5 Kevin Ruedy  Ryan Hugueley 
 Mike Winslow  Linda Yenrick 
 
11/12 Sherrie Haar  Tom Gaskins 
 Bob Haar  Terry Ruedy 
 
11/19   Dick Haar  Joanne Henningsen 
 Bob Heckliner  Jeff Ladd 
 
11/26 Ryan Hugueley Kevin Ruedy 
 Linda Yenrick  Mike Winslow 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 
November 4th at Bob Evans on 
Navarre Ave. at 8:00 a.m. All men 
are invited. Call Bob Haar at 419-250-9409 if you 
need a ride.  

COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED 
 

We’re looking for new council members for elders, 
property management, Sunday School board, and 
Day School board. Please contact Bill Nelson (419-
836-4165), Lisa Anderson (419-392-3712), or the 
church office (419-691-7222) if you are interested or 
have questions.  

DAY SCHOOL FUNDRAISING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

With holiday cooking you will have many 
opportunities to collect Big G Box Tops. We 
received over $500 last year! Keep clipping and 
sending those to the school.   
 

We continue collecting Campbell’s Labels for 
Education. They have changed their  program 
and will accept only the UPC’s with the “Labels 
for Education” logo. We have been using these to 
“purchase” items for the classrooms since 
Campbell’s does not send money, but rather so 
many labels earns us merchandise from their 
catalog. Keep saving and drop both in the 
collection box on the table in the lounge! 
 

Attention Kroger shoppers! Did you remember  
to re-enroll to have your community rewards 
directed to First St. John Day School? Lots of 
holiday shopping will generate extra funds for us, 
and we appreciate it! 

CIRCLE MEETING DATES 
 

Miriam Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
November 1st at 10:00 am (note time change) at the 
old Orphanage at the Lutheran Social Services next 
door to the church. Bob Haar will give us a tour.  
 

Rebecca Circle will meet on Saturday, November  
11th at 11:30 am. Note date change because of the 
Chicken & Ham dinner. 
 

Ruth Circle will meet at its new regular  date on 
Tuesday, November 14th at 11:00 am.  
 

Hannah Circle will meet on Monday, November  
20th at 7:00 pm.  

MEMORIALS 
 

ROOF FUND 
In memory of Joyce Villhauer by Ruth Cummerow. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27th  

FREE TO TAKE! 
 

Old First St. John church directories and 
confirmation pictures will be available to take home 
with you on Sunday, November 12th in the lounge 
after church. Directories are from 1968 to 2004, and 
confirmation pictures are from 1943 to 1998 (not all 
years are available). These are extras, so please take 
any you are interested in.  

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 
 

Births 
10-20-17 Corbin Frederick  
  Cousino, born to Derek 
  and Matea (Rice) Cousino 
 

Baptisms  
None. 
 

Marriages  
None. 
 

Deaths 
None.  
 

Transfers to/from First St. John 
None. 



 

4 

DAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.”       1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

“Rejoice always.” Thanksgiving is when we begin 
thinking about everything for which we are 
thankful. This seems very difficult in today’s 
society. American news is filled with stories about 
broken families, violence in our communities, and 
corruption by our government leaders. We ask, 
“What is there to rejoice about?” God says we need 
only look at the wonderful gift He has given us.   
 

Paul goes on to say we should “pray constantly, 
give thanks in all circumstances.” We easily thank 
God for our wonderful family, friends, and church. 
How do we thank Him when our circumstances are 
not going well? That part is not so easy. Hurting 
families, health issues, loss of job or income… these 
are not things we usually thank God for, but when 
we do and we ask God to walk with us through 
them, we grow stronger.  
 

We have just celebrated the 500th Anniversary of the 
start of the Reformation. That is something to be 
thankful for, but it was a long struggle for many 
people before they could begin to give thanks for 
what they had endured as families, nations, and as a 
church. In 1522, Luther wrote, "I ask that men make 
no reference to my name and call themselves not 
Lutherans but Christians. What is Luther? St. Paul 
would not allow Christians to call themselves 
Pauline or Petrine. How then should I, a poor evil-
smelling maggot sack, have men give to the children 
of Christ my worthless name?" (Luther had a way 
with words, didn't he?) And yet, here we are. 
 

First St. John Day School offers children an 
opportunity to grow in a Christian environment. 
Every day the children hear how God loves them. 
Through these experiences, we are teaching them to 
be thankful for all the gifts God gives us! Our 
prayer is that when these children grow older they 
will appreciate what God has given them, and when 
times are tough they will know a Savior they can 
turn to for help.  
 

If you have the time and would like to help prepare 
and serve during our Thanksgiving Feasts, 
volunteers are needed and appreciated. Help is 
needed Tuesday through Friday (November 14-17) 
between the hours of 9 and 3. Please call the school 
office at 419-691-6480 if you can help. 
 

   — Carol Felderman 

 

WE REMEMBER… 
 

On All Saints Sunday, November 5th, 
we  remember the saints of First St. 
John who entered the Church 
Triumphant during the past year: 

 
William E. Wegman             2/05/1922 -11/04/2016 

Larry A. Grant                         1/09/1944 -11/16/2016 

Connie S. Koch             3/12/1968 -12/16/2016 

Betty L. Morse             8/26/1927 -  1/05/2017 

Margaret “Peg” Deuble          5/23/1928 -  2/04/2017 

Linda K. Kusian             9/09/1946 -  5/12/2017 

Daniel G. Kneisley             2/05/1936 -  5/24/2017 

John “Jack” Heninger           11/22/1924 -  6/10/2017 

Barbara A. Banks             8/31/1931 -  7/03/2017 

Jacquelyn “Jackie” Hubaker  9/02/1932 - 7/25/2017 

Joyce E. Villhauer   8/05/1929 - 8/12/2017 

And we also remember  
these friends & family members:  

 
Dick & Joan Bailey, Fred & Helen Bailey, Gary 
DeWitt, Clarence & Iva Grant, Joanne Harrell,  

Don & Caroline Hecklinger, Andrea Schumaker, 
William Stahl, and Tim Smith 

2018 ALTAR FLOWER  
SIGN UP SHEETS  

 

You will soon be able to sign up for 
flowers to be placed on the church altar 

for January through October of 2018. The sheets are 
in the red book located on the shelf under the main 
bulletin board in the Narthex, to the left of the main 
doors when you come into the church. We hope to 
have the new sheets in by mid-November.  

TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS! 
  

Daylight savings time ends November 5th. Turn 
your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on 
Saturday, November 4th.   
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Crisis Prayer List: For those who need prayers 
in urgent matters such as surgery, emergency 
medical care (ICU), etc. Will be moved to 
“Chronic Prayer List” after one month unless 
we’re contacted about special circumstances: 

 
Family of Ken Brandt 

Family of Linda Delrue 
Family of Ken Meece 

 
On-Going Concerns: For those who need 
prayers for ongoing serious situations such as 
cancer treatments, medical struggles, recovery 
and/or personal situations. Will be moved off 
the list after 3 months unless we’re contacted 
about special/continuing circumstances:  
 

Maureen Albright 
Karyl & Lee Antoine 

Karen Bless 
Jeannette Carlo 
Carol Cheatham 

Greg Contat 
Jackie Curtis 

Elaine Cutcher 
Jonathon Cypher 

Olivia & Delaney Dawkins 
Shirley Dipner 

Teresa Ellis 
Dorothy Felderman 

Phyllis Frey 
Patty Gable 

Kathleen Gingrich 
Rachel Guido 
Donna Haar 
Julius Haller 

Heather (no last name given) 
Marcia Henninger 

Rose Hensley 
Hurricane Victims 

Tom Iserman 
Mark Kieswetter 

Ada Kreger 
Ilean Labuhn 

Kate Lajti 
Scott Langlois 

Dakota Lewandowski 
Janice Logsdon 
Jeanette Miller 
James Moore 

Mary Bell Moore 
Bill Morse 

Beth Myers 
Chuck Neal 
Pam Pirolli 

Hunter Potter 
Gene Price 

First St. John Prayer Chain  
(as of 10/25/17) 

Mike Ray 
Sheryl Rayl 

Michael Rheinbolt & Family 
Dr. Steve Rowe 

Tom Sabin 
Phyllis Schuffenecker 

Connie Singlar 
Joan Tilton 

Bob Timbrook 
Tom (no last name given) 

Steve Uzl 
Julie Woodrum 
Darlene Worz 

John & Grace Yard 
Olga Zimmerman 

 
Please check the list and notify any prayer 
chain contact if a name can be removed. 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts 
Carol Abbey 351-9795 or cabbey@jcrinc.com 

  

Lynn Folk        691-3410     
Donna Koehn  693-5030 
Ada Kreger      693-1549    
Gloria Ross     836-7166 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 

 

Our Family Christmas party is 
Sunday, December 3rd starting with 
social time at 5:00 pm in the gym, 
followed by dinner at 5:30. Entertainment begins 
at 6:00 pm with a puppet show for the little ones, 
followed by Waite High School’s Orchestra. Our 
own Taylor Layman will perform with the 
orchestra. Takacs Catering will prepare the dinner 
for us. (Free will offering to help defer the cost of 
food.) So we can know how many dinners to 
order, please fill out the RSVP slip below and 
return it to the office, place it in the offering plate, 
or call the office. Hope to see you there! 
 
 

I/we will attend the Christmas Party on Dec. 3rd. 
 

 

Name(s):  _______________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

Phone:   ______________________ 
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2017 POINSETTIA SALE 
 

Sponsored by the Altar Guild 
 

Fill in the form below to place your order for 
poinsettias to be used during worship on 
Christmas Eve. Place this form in the offering 
plate or mail it to the church office. Payment 
must accompany orders. Please make checks 
payable to:  First St. John Altar Guild 
 

Deadline for placing orders is 
Thursday, December 7, 2017. 

 
No. of plants @ $9.00 each ______________ 

 
Color (circle one):      Red        White      

 
Enclosed    $__________________________ 

 
Name _______________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
City ______________________ State _____ 
 
Zip  _________  Phone  ________________ 
 

 
In Loving Memory of (Deceased): 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
In Honor of (Living): 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 

HATS, MITTENS, SOCKS  
AND BOOTS COLLECTION  
 

We will collect winter wear for local 
children throughout the entire month 
of November. We need hat and 

mitten sizes 0 through adult. We also are collecting 
toddler and preschool size socks and boots. Place 
your donations in the specially marked boxes in the 
Narthex and/or the lounge. Thank you.  

ALTAR GUILD NEWS 
 

This is just a reminder to everyone that besides 
flowers on the altar, you can also honor your loved 
ones with a donation to Messengers, Homebound 
Outreach, and/or Chancel Lighting. These categories 
are  listed on the sign-up sheets in the flower book in 
the Narthex. These donations are used as follows: 
 

Messengers—This is an old term for the bulletins. 
Any money donated to Messengers is used to offset 
the cost of the paper for our weekly bulletins. 
 

Homebound Outreach—Donations to this category 
go to help purchase postage and envelopes to send 
the weekly bulletins to our homebound members 
who request them.  
 

Chancel Lighting—Any money donated to this 
category goes to the Altar Guild to help pay for the 
liquid used to fill the candles around our altar.  
 

Thanks for considering these alternatives to 
honoring your loved ones.  

STADIUM SALSA! 
 

First St. John Day School is 
having a Stadium Salsa fundraiser 
with 50% of the proceeds going 

to the school. This is the salsa (and chips) served at 
the Mud Hens and Walleye games. Jars of salsa 
(mild, medium, hot, pineapple habanero, or Holy 
Toledo XXHOT and Mexicali dip) and chips are 
on sale. The salsa is made from locally grown 
Roma tomatoes and corn. Cost is $6 per jar and $4 
per bag of chips.  
 

You can preorder from the school office during the 
week, or call 419-691-6480 to preorder and pick 
up at church. NOTE: The deadline for orders is 
Friday, November 3rd. Don’t miss this great 
addition to your spread of game day snacks!  
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NOVEMBER’S MINISTRY OUTREACH  
 

Our ministry outreach for November is the ELCA’s 
World Hunger Appeal. More than 800 million 
people — that’s 1 in 8 people in our world today — 
are hungry. In the United States, more than 50 
million people do not know where their next meal 
will come from. Over 46 million Americans are 
living in poverty.  
 

As Christian people, we are called to respond. If you 
choose to support this ministry, please use the 
special envelopes in the pews and place them in the 
offering plate. Thank you for your help.   

CRAFT SHOW & BAKE SALE! 
 

(Proceeds benefit the Roof Fund) 
 

Saturday, November 18th  
           9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

A craft show here at First St. John— just in time 
for purchasing unique Christmas gifts! Plus, 
enjoy the bake sale, lunch available to purchase, 
and a raffle. Table rentals are $20 ($25 if you 
need electricity) plus a donation of one item from 
your inventory for the raffle. If you or someone 
you know would like a table, contact Karyl 
Antoine at 419-350-7040 or the church office at 
419-691-7222. 
 

If you can donate baked goods, please contact 
Joyce Yard at 419-698-0895. We also need lots 
of help, either setting up, helping with lunch, 
helping crafters bring up their items, etc. If you 
can help, contact Karyl Antoine at 419-350-7040. 

BELL CHOIR 
CONCERT 

 

First St. John’s fantastic bell 
choir will hold a concert on 
Sunday, November 19th at 
3:00 pm in the church sanctuary. Also featured will 
be the bell choir from St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. 
No charge. Hope to see you there for some 
beautiful music!! 

PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY  
FOCUS PRODUCT FOR NOVEMBER 

 
Our item for November is sanitary pads and 
tampons. Please deposit your items in the pull-out 
drawer to the left of the Feed Your Neighbor bin in 
the Narthex (under the main bulletin board) or in 
the bright green bin in the lounge. Your support of 
this ministry is much appreciated. PLEASE NOTE: 
No travel sizes or sample items.  

THANK YOU! 
 

Many thanks to everyone who 
helped make our annual Trunk or 
Treat such a big success! We had 
21 cars and over 120 kids who 

attended. Add to that the beautiful weather, and it 
was a great day! 

THIRTY YEARS OF  
THE FIRST ST. JOHN JOURNAL! 

 

Don’t know if anyone noticed, but on our 
masthead it says this is the 30th year of this 
newsletter (one with this name, anyway). We 
couldn’t find the newsletter from 1987, but we 
have one from 1997. Here’s a look back to 
November 20 years ago: 
 

 Poinsettias were on sale for $7.00.  

 A couple memorials were for Pastor Norman 

Bosse’s 60th year in ministry. 

 Church Council minutes were on ONE page! 

 Pastor Wicker was our associate minister.  

 The Luther League (youth group) was going to 

Lutheran Memorial Camp and selling 

Entertainment books to raise money. 

 The men planned a Father-Son Breakfast.  

 The Parish Nurses sponsored a guest speaker 

for Adult Sunday School (called Adult Forum).  

 Dartball news was on a whole page by itself! 

 A youth choir met Mondays at 6:00 pm. 

 We had a Thanksgiving Eve service at 7:30 pm 

with a nursery available for children from 

infants through kindergarten. 

 Besides the circles we have now, we also had a 

Mary-Martha circle that met on the first 

Thursday of the month at 9:30 am.  

 We were collecting funds to fix the parking lot. 

LESSON READERS NEEDED 
 

We need a few more people willing to read the 
lessons at either service. The lessons are printed in 
large type, and they are emailed to you when you 
volunteer. Please call Marion Fouty at 419-693-
0940 to volunteer or with any questions.   


