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I 
n Paul’s letter to the Philippians, we find one of 
the most popular benedictions in the church. 
Verse 7 of Chapter 4 reads: “And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 

What an important verse for this season! Advent and 
Christmas are times when our hearts and minds 
naturally move toward the hope of peace on earth. 
At Christ’s birth the angels sang in the heavens of 
peace on earth, goodwill toward all people, and this 
reminds us of the great messianic hope that Isaiah 
described hundreds of years before Christ was born: 
“The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will 
lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the 
yearling together; and a little child will lead 
them.” (11:6) Notice that phrase: “a little child shall 
lead them.” Our celebrations this time of the year 
should remind us the babe of Bethlehem is the little 
child that will one day lead the world to peace. 
 

Every year at this time we rekindle the great dream 
of peace on earth. We look forward to that day when 
the wolf will indeed live with the lamb and the 
leopard will lie down with the goat. We all long for 
peace, don’t we-- peace within our hearts, peace 
within our homes, peace within our world? 
 

But peace is elusive on planet Earth. It’s elusive in 
our families; it’s elusive between nations; it’s 
elusive even within our own hearts and minds. How 
can we find that peace for which the world so 
desperately longs? How can we find the peace which 
transcends all understanding? There is but one place. 
Peace comes only through Jesus Christ. 
 

Writer Gordon McDonald tells about a Nigerian 
woman who is a physician at a great teaching 
hospital in the United States. This distinguished 
woman came out of the crowd one day to say 
something kind about the lecture McDonald had just 
given. She introduced herself using an American 
name. 
 

“What’s your African name?” he asked. She 
immediately gave it to him--a name that was several 
syllables long with a musical sound to it. 
 

“What does the name mean?” he asked her. 

She answered, “It means ‘Child who takes the anger 
away.’” 
 

When McDonald inquired as to why she would have 
been given this name, she said, “My parents had 
been forbidden by their parents to marry. But they 
loved each other so much that they defied the family 
opinions and married anyway. For several years they 
were ostracized from both their families. Then my 
mother became pregnant with me. And when the 
grandparents held me in their arms for the first time, 
the walls of hostility came down. I became the one 
who swept the anger away. And that’s the name my 
mother and father gave me.” 
 

McDonald concluded, “It occurred to me that her 
name would be a suitable one for Jesus.” 
 

The child who takes the anger away. Yes, that would 
be a good name for Jesus. In the same way this 
woman as an infant brought so much love into a 
family that old grudges and animosities fell away, so 
the Christ child brought love into human society, 
enough love so if each of us lived in that love, all 
anger and hatred in our world would drain quickly 
away. 
 

Isaiah the prophet wrote, “A little child shall lead 
them.” It is the Christ child alone who brings peace 
to troubled hearts, peace to troubled families, and 
peace to a troubled world. Don’t neglect to include 
this peace-giving Child in your plans during your 
Advent and Christmas celebrations this year. 
 

      — Pastor Rayl 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve services will be at 7:00 
pm and 11:00 pm.   
 

NOTE: There will be no JAM Sunday school on 
December 23rd or 30th. We’ll resume on Sunday, 
January 6th with a special program for all.  
  
The church office will be closed at noon on 
Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day.   
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ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS 
 

To keep current information for the office, if your name, address or phone number changes, please notify us by faxing 
(419-691-7220), or mailing this form to:  2471 Seaman St./ Toledo, OH  43605 or email: office@firststjohn.com 
 
Name  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State Zip  ___________________________________________  Phone  _____________________________ 

CHICKEN & HAM  DINNER UPDATE 
 

Our event was a great success. We served 
approximately 700 dinners, and proceeds were 
about $5,121. WELCA will donate $5,000 of this 
amount to the Roof Fund. A huge thank you to 
everyone who worked so hard!  

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 
 

Births   
11-13-18  Emma Ann (11:02 pm) & 
11-14-18  Colton James (12:03 am)
  Cousino, born to Nate and 
  Brittany (Larkins) Cousino. 
 

11-27-18    Teagan Louise Williams, born to 
    Joe and Morgan (Mabry) Williams.  

 

Baptisms  
11-18-18 Devi Jean Liesner, born January 11, 
 2018 to Michael and Anisha (Joshi) 
 Liesner. Sponsors are Michael 
 Polverini and Justin Ranly.  
 

Marriages 
None.  
 

Deaths    
None.  
 

Transfers To / From First St. John 
None.  

HATS, GLOVES, MITTENS  
& SOCKS COLLECTION 

 

THANK YOU to all who donated hats, 
gloves, mittens and socks to our annual program for 
needy children in our area. We distributed them to  
the following elementary schools: Birmingham, 
Coy, Genoa, Jerusalem, Raymer, and Starr. Thank 
you for your generosity.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   
 

On December 9th, church council will hold First St. 
John’s annual congregation meeting after both the 
7:45 am and 10:15 am church services. Please 
attend one of the church services on the 9th so you 
can be informed, voice your questions or concerns 
to your church council, and vote on the issues 
needing your direction. Thanks.  

CATECHISM CLASSES  
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

 

There will be no 7th or 8th grade catechism classes 
on December 23rd or 30th. We will resume our 
classes on Sunday, January 6th. Merry Christmas! 

“GIFTS OF THE MAGI”  
 

Join us on Thursday, December 6th at 6:15 pm in the 
lounge for a short (about 30 minutes) presentation on 
the gifts of the Magi—gold, frankincense, myrrh, 
and other oils in found Scripture. We will learn what 
the gifts represent, how they were used, and their 
prophetic significance. We’ll also learn how to use 
essential oils as a Biblical solution for you and your 
family’s health. 

ELDERS FOR DECEMBER 
 

           7:45 am  10:15 am 
2nd Sherrie Haar Tom Gaskins 
 Bob Haar Terry Ruedy 
 

9th    Dick Haar   Joanne Henningsen 
           Bob Hecklinger  Jeff Ladd 
 

16th Ryan Hugueley  Kevin Ruedy 
 Jeff Smith  Mike Winslow 
 

23rd Tom Gaskins  Sherrie Haar 
 Terry Ruedy  Bob Haar 
 

24th         Christmas Evening Services   —  TBA 
 

30th   Joanne Henningsen   Dick Haar 
 Jeff Ladd    Bob Hecklinger 
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2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES  
 

Offering envelopes for 2019 will be in the lounge 
beginning December 9th. They will be in 
alphabetical order on tables along the wall by the 
double doors. Envelopes are issued to confirmed and 
contributing members and, upon request, friends 
who worship with us. If a husband and wife share 
offering envelopes, the designation “M/M” and the 
husband’s name will appear on the box. (The 
computer allows only one name per assigned 
envelope number.) 
 

If you would like to receive envelopes or if there is a 
correction to your address or name, please call the 
church office at 419-691-7222.  Reminder: Please do 
not use your 2019 envelopes until January 6th. If 
you want a contribution included on your 2018 
statement, you must turn it in to the office by 
Sunday, December 30, 2018. 

     

ADOPT A FAMILY 
 

We are adopting two families this year. There 
are still a few ornaments left on the trees. If you 
can help purchase a gift, please select a paper 
ornament from the tree in the Narthex (lobby). 
Take the top ornament for yourself and write 
your name and phone number on the ornament 
behind it and place it in the small, green-labeled 
box by the tree. No need to wrap the gift. 
Deadline for turning in your donations is 
Sunday, December 16th. There are two boxes 
behind the ornament trees in the Narthex for 
placing your gift donations.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: We also are collecting 
for four teenagers who are in foster homes. 
Often foster teens are overlooked when it 
comes to Christmas gifts. We’d like to help 
remedy that, so some of the ornaments have gift 
suggestions for these teens. Some of these are 
pricey, so you may consider going in together 
with a group to purchase them. Thank you for 
remembering them as well at this time of year.  

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY  
 

If you sent an RSVP for the Family 
Christmas party, please join us in the gym 
on Sunday, December 2nd at 5:00 pm. 

Dinner begins at 6:00 pm, followed by a children’s 
program. Then the Waite High School orchestra will 
perform. See you there! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD UPDATE 

 

Thank you to everyone who filled a 
shoebox for the Operation Christmas Child program. 
We collected 52 shoeboxes, and they were delivered 
to our drop-off point on November 18th.  

ALTAR GUILD NEWS 
 

The last day to accept poinsettia orders 
is Thursday, December 6th. (See order 

form on page 5.) Please turn your order in to the 
church office by then.  
 

The Altar Guild will meet Monday, December 3rd at 
6:30 pm at Beth Hugueley’s home (538 Bridgewater 
Dr. in Oregon) for their year-end meeting and 
Christmas celebration.  

WOMEN’S CIRCLE CELEBRATIONS 
 

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, December  1st at 
11:30 am at Tony Packo’s on Front St.  We’ll 
have a gift exchange ($5.00) if you’d like to 
participate.  
 

Miriam Circle: Wednesday, December  5th at 
11:30 am at the Oregon Inn.  
 

Ruth Circle: Tuesday, December  11th at 11:30 
am at Applebee’s.  
 

Hannah Circle: We will wait until January for  
our holiday celebration.  

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
 

Our next studies will be Thursday, December 6th 
and 13th. We also will finalize plans to get together 
for a Christmas lunch. 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER NOTICE 
 

Because of the way the holidays fall on the calendar 
this year, the January newsletter will not be mailed 
until the first week of January. We apologize for any 
inconvenience.  

VISITS FROM THE PASTOR  
 
Please contact the church office if you or a member 
of your family would desire a visit from the pastor 
or from a homebound communion team.  
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Crisis Prayer List: For those who need prayers 
in urgent matters such as surgery, emergency 
medical care (ICU), etc. Will be moved to the 
Chronic list after the first month unless 
someone is contacted about special 
circumstances: 

 
Family of Ray Bosch 

Ruth Cummerow 
Duane Hubaker 

Family of Carol Keller 
 

On-going Concerns  Prayer List: For those 
who need prayers for ongoing serious situations 
such as cancer treatments, medical struggles, 
recovery and/or personal situations. Will be 
moved off the list after 3 months unless 
someone is contacted about special/continuing 
circumstances:  
 

Lee & Karyl Antoine 
Allen Baballe 

Betsy (no last name given) 
Karen Bless 

Dennis Bryant 
The Burk Family 
Jeannette Carlo 
Vicky Chambers 
Carol Cheatham 
Mary Ann Clark 
Casey Conine 
Greg Contat 

Emma & Colton Cousino 
Olivia & Delaney Dawkins 

Dylan (no last name given) 
Ezra (no last name given) 

Dorothy Felderman 
Sara Florian 
Patty Gable 
Toni Henline 

Marcia Henninger 
Phyllis Kelly 

Mark Kieswetter 
Ada Kreger 

Ilean Labuhn 
Kate Lajti 

The Lee Family 
Heidi LeGrand 
Martha Meyers 
Sarah Merson 

Dave Miller 
Donna Miller  
Linda Milkf 

Mary Bell Moore 
Bill Morse 

First St. John Lutheran Church Prayer Chain 
(As of November 27, 2018) 

Chuck Neal 
Makenzie Norwalk 

Paige (no last name given) 
Pam Pirolli 
Ruth Price 

Susie Purewal 
Mike Ray 

Sheryl Rayl 
Michael Rheinbolt & family 

Jason Rhuland 
Norma Ridener 
Dr. Steve Rowe 
Gene Schacht 

Phyllis Schuffenecker 
Charlotte Seibert & parents 

Connie Singlar 
Jenny Slater 

Sherrie Spencer 
John Spoerl 

Michelle Stanberry 
Joan Tilton 

Samuel Unnerstall 
Steve Uzl 

Arlene Wilbarger 
Morgan Williams and baby 

Darlene Worz 
John & Grace Yard 

Raetta Zeisler 
 

Please check the above list and let any of the 
prayer chain contacts--listed below--know if 
individuals can be moved off the list. 

 
Prayer Chain Contacts 

Carol Abbey 419-351-9795 or  
cabbey@jcrinc.com  

 
Lynn Folk        419-309-7977  
Donna Koehn   419-693-5030 
Gloria Ross      419-836-7166 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21st 

 

MIRACLE SUNDAY THANK YOU 
 

To everyone who donated to Miracle Sunday, we 
thank you so very much. As of this writing, we have 
received $275,888.91! The blue, labeled envelopes 
will remain in the pews through the end of the year 
for any additional donations.  
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MEMORIALS 
 

DAY SCHOOL 
In memory of Paul (Gene) Price and Rodney Price 
by Jan & Donna Koenker. 
 

Note: Memorials for Carol Keller  
will be included in the January newsletter.  

2018 POINSETTIA SALE 
 

Sponsored by the Altar Guild 
 

Fill in the order blank below to place your 
order for poinsettias to be used during worship 
services on Christmas Eve. Place your order 
form in the offering plate or mail it to the 
church office.   
 

Payment must accompany orders. Please make 
checks payable to:  First St. John  
 

Deadline for placing orders is 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

 

************************************* 
 

No. of plants @ $9.00 each ______________ 
 
Color (circle one)    Red        White        
 
Enclosed    $__________________________ 
 
Name _______________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
City ______________________ State _____ 
 
Zip  _________  Phone  ________________ 
 
 

In Loving Memory of (Deceased): 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 

In Honor of (Living): 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 
Join us on Sunday, December 2nd at 

the 10:15 service for the JAM Sunday School 
Christmas program.  
 
All participants will rehearse on Saturday, 
December 1st at 11:00 am in the church. On the 
day of the program, please have your children 
here at 9:00 am for a quick practice before the 
service at 10:15. If you have questions, call 
Darlene Paul at 419-691-1068. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  
 

Our next men's breakfast will be 
Saturday, December 1st at 8:00 am at the 
Woodville Diner on Woodville Rd.. If 
you need a ride, please call Bob Haar at 419-250-
9409.  

ADVENT COLLECTION 
DRIVE FOR PERSONAL 

NEEDS PANTRY 
 

As part of our Christian outreach, we are joining the 
Sunday School and catechism classes in a collection 
for the Personal Needs Pantry. The items needed for 
the pantry are: dish soap, toilet paper, deodorant, 
adult shampoo, adult toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
tissues, body soap, body lotion, band aids, laundry 
soap, and fabric softener sheets.  
 

Each Sunday, please bring one of the items from the 
list (no trial sizes, please). These items will be taken 
to the pantry to serve the needs of the poorest 
members of our community. If you have questions, 
please contact Karen Holmes at cheh17@aol.com. 
(Our focus item for December is band aids.) Please 
deposit your items either in the green bin in the 
lounge or the pull-out drawer to the left of the Feed 
Your Neighbor bin in the Narthex (under the main 
bulletin board). Thank you. 

mailto:cheh17@aol.com
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“In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
expiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another. No man has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his 
love is perfected in us.”       1 John 4:9-12 
 

It seems Christmas decorations went up even before 
the children went “trick-or-treating.” Not sure what 
happened to Thanksgiving, and now we see the 
familiar tags that say, “Do not open ‘til Christmas” 
on presents or home décor. Do you wait? Most can’t.   
 

The Advent season is a time of preparation and 
waiting. That is a hard concept to teach in today’s 
world where everyone wants instant gratification. 
We also can call it the Advent SEE-Son. During the 
next four weeks as we wait for Christmas and the 
greatest gift of all, we can look around and see all 
the gifts God has given us. We can think of His first 
gift to mankind– light. Without that gift, we could 
not receive any other. Without light there is no 
energy, no plants, no creatures. There would only be 
darkness, which reminds us that “the people walked 
in great darkness.”  
 

Whether you light candles or the lights on the tree, 
keep reminding yourself about being God’s light in a 
dark world. Besides the sights, think of the sounds 
and smells of Christmas. Think about how you can 
be a light for someone in a dark world. My mom’s 
sister went blind after 80 some years. She sits alone 
in the dark. She no longer wants things, only 
someone’s time to sit and visit with her. Her days 
and nights are very long, and one just runs into the 
other. I know many people, especially children, who 
only want our time. Things do not seem to last long 
today, but memories of special times last a lifetime.  
 

We seem to be short on time these days; maybe that 
is why so many things fall by the wayside. I used to 
make many presents, bake cookies, and decorate my 
house. Now I don’t get cards out until the last 
minute, and I give the nieces and nephews money 
(no fun in that!). Baking is my therapy, not that I 
need cookies, but I like to give them away. I miss 
that, and more importantly, I miss family and friends 
who would get together to craft, bake or decorate.  
 

Use the Advent season to reconnect with family and 
friends. See how you could be someone’s light. 
Merry Christmas!       
   — Carol Felderman 

DAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend the Day School 
children’s Christmas programs on the evenings of 
December 10, 11, 13, and 17. All programs are at 
7:00 pm in the church sanctuary. Come and have 
your spirits lifted after a hectic day at home or work. 
Sometimes you just need a little extra time with God 
to get you in the Christmas spirit. 

2019 CALENDARS  
 

Eggleston-Meinert-Pavley donated 2019 
calendars. You can pick them up in the 
lounge or Narthex until supplies run out.   

 
 

MEMBER ADDRESS 
CHANGES 

 

Melissa Boos 
3029 SW 11th Ct. 
Cape Coral, FL  33914 
 

Michael & Amanda Campbell 
340 N. Wynn Rd. 
Oregon, OH  43616 
 

Duane Curtis 
4673 Libbey Rd. 
Perrysburg, OH  43551 
 

Justin & Chelsie Donley 
5318 Starr Ave. 
Oregon, OH  43616 
 

Tom & Michelle Gaskins 
4054 Lyn Dr. 
Oregon, OH  43616 
 

Nick & Kristine Miller 
2312 West Country Club 
Toledo, OH  43614 

2019 FLOWER SIGN UP 
SHEETS AVAILABLE 

 

Altar flower sign up sheets for 
January through November of 2019 are in the red 
flower book located on the shelf under the main 
bulletin board in the Narthex (lobby), to the left of 
the main doors when you come into the church. 
Price is $15, and you can use one of the envelopes 
inside the flower book for payment. Thank you! 
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HELP FOR LOCAL BENEVOLENCES 
 

During Advent, we offer an opportunity for 
members to help fund our local benevolences such 
as the East Toledo Ministry, Lutheran Social 
Services, Feed Your Neighbor, and Genacross  
Lutheran Services. Special (white) envelopes can be 
found in the pews if you wish to donate.  
 

NOTE: The color ful Chr istmas envelopes will be 
used as generic offering envelopes for visitors (or if 
you forgot the envelope from your box at home). 
Any donation (Sunday offering, local benevolences, 
Miracle Sunday, etc.) can be placed in the offering 
plate or mailed to the church. Thanks!  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

Everyone is invited to join our First St. John’s choir 
as we carol for the residents of Luther Grove (across 
the street) on Thursday evening, December 13th. 
We’ll gather at church in the choir room at 6:00 pm 
before heading over. Everyone is welcome to help 
brighten Christmas for the Luther Grove residents.  

A.W.E. SERVICE NEWS  
 

We will not meet in December. Instead, please join 
us for the next Adoration Worship Experience on 
Wednesday, January 9th in the lounge on the middle 
floor of the Education Building. We meet at 5:30 pm 
for a light supper, followed by our worship.  

WELCA NEWS  
 

The WELCA Board would like to 
thank Karen Holmes for speaking 

about the Personal Needs Pantry at our General 
Meeting on Monday, November 19th. It’s amazing 
how many in Lucas County need our help. We gave 
the pantry $100 as a gift for Karen speaking to us 
that evening, and we will be giving the Personal 
Needs Pantry $500 in January to help support their 
needs.  
 

The Chicken & Ham Dinner was a great success 
this year. The Board voted to give $5,000 from the 
proceeds to support the church’s Roof Fund. We 
would like to thank the Men’s Breakfast Fellowship 
for sponsoring the Bob Evans fundraiser to help us 
offset the cost of the dinner. You did a great job! 
Thank you also to everyone who came out and 
supported this event.  
 

Our 2019 budget was revised and approved at the 
meeting. A copy will be on the clipboard in the 
lounge for everyone's viewing.  
 

Our officers for 2019 will remain the same: 
President Sue Ann Rogers, Vice President Chris 
Hunsaker, Secretary Darlene Lorenzen, and 
Treasurer Esther Bell. 
 

The board donated and Chris Hunsaker will deliver 
20 quilts to the Oncology Children’s Department at 
the Toledo Hospital.  
 

We decided not to have a meeting in December. 
Our holiday get-together will be Monday, January 
14th at 6:30 pm at the Oregon Inn.  
 

Merry Christmas to all! 

100th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION! 

 

Circle your calendars for Sunday, April 
28, 2019. The Genacross Foundation and 
the Lutheran Orphanage Museum are planning to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the dedication of 
the Lutheran Orphanage building next door.  
 

We’ll have a celebration worship service, an orphan 
reunion event, plus an Orphanage Open House 
luncheon reception after worship. More details will 
follow in the coming months, so save the date!!!  
 

Questions? Call museum curator Bob Haar at 419-
724-1878, or email him at rhaar@genacross.org.  

FIRST ST. JOHN / ST. MARK’S  
BELL CHOIR CONCERT 

 

First St. John’s bell choir and the bell 
choir from St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
will hold a concert on Sunday, December 9th at 4:30 
pm at St. Mark Lutheran Church on Woodville Rd. 
A reception will follow. Those who attended last 
year’s concert at First St. John will remember 
hearing so much beautiful music. Don’t miss it! 

CRAFT SHOW UPDATE 
 

Thanks to all the crafters, bakers, and 
those who helped set up and tear down 
the gym. A big thanks also to those 
who donated baked goods and food for 
the lunch. We had a fantastic turnout, 
too. We had 41 tables, and we raised 
$1,376.70, which was donated entirely 
to the “Raise the Roof” fund. Thank you so much! 

mailto:rhaar@genacross.org

