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All through Lent we are reminded that Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. In our worship we will see how Jesus finds one lost sinner—up in a tree! Jesus came to seek us out and to save us, setting us free from our sins through his suffering, death and resurrection. Through our worship, we will join Zacchaeus, a lost sinner found by Jesus, and rejoice in the salvation won for Zacchaeus and for all of us on the cross. That is the reason Jesus came, to seek and to save the lost.
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude
(Please Stand)
Hymn (11 am)          “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”                  No. 599
 (7 pm)          “All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night”        No. 565
OPENING DIALOG
P:
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:
Amen.

P:
Let your hand be ready to help me,

C:
For I have chosen your precepts.

P:
I long for your salvation, O Lord,

C:
And your law is my delight.

P:
Let my soul live and praise you,

C:
And let your rules help me.

P:
I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant,

C:
For I do not forget your commandments.

THE CONFESSION

P:
Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness for the sake of Jesus Christ.

C:
Almighty God, we have gone astray like lost sheep. We have turned away from your Word and to listen to the tempting voices the world around us. We have followed our own desires instead of following your will. Have mercy on us and forgive us for the sake of Jesus our Savior.

P:
God has had mercy on us. He sent his Son to seek and to save the lost, to seek and to save us. Jesus suffered, died and rose from the dead to bring us forgiveness and life. I announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

C:
Be our Shepherd, Lord, and hold us safely in your mighty hand!
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Almighty God, you promised through the prophet Isaiah that you would come to search for your lost sheep. You would rescue them all. In the person of Jesus your Son, you kept your promise to seek and to save the lost. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection we have been res-cued from sin, death and the devil and brought safely into your kingdom. Fill us with your Spirit so that we will be bold witnesses for our Savior, seeking those still lost in the darkness of sin and sharing with them the good news of the Shepherd who came to give his life to save them. Hear our prayer in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated) 
HYMN                     “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                No. 339
Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 34:11-16
For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scat-tered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will de-stroy. I will feed them in justice.
The Psalmody - from Psalm 33 -  (read responsively) 
P:  Rejoice in the Lord. O you righteous. Praise befits the upright.
C: For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness.
P:  He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.
C: By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth
P:  Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.
C: For God spoke, and it came to be; God commanded, and it stood firm.
P:  Our heart is glad in the Lord, because we trust in God’s holy name.
C:  Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
New Testament Reading, Romans 10:8-13
But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Gospel Verse – (please stand)

P:  Your word is a lamp to my feet
C: and a light to my path.
Gospel Reading, Luke 19:1-10
[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
 (please be seated)

THE SERMON
HYMN             “Christ, the Life of All the Living”                No. 339
(please stand)
APOSTLES’ CREED – (in unison)

              Printed Below

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

     creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering – (please be seated)
“ “                 
THE PRAYERS – (please stand)
Each petition ends with the following response:

P: Jesus, Good Shepherd,

C: You came to seek and to save the lost.
P:
Lord and Savior, in Jericho you found the lost sinner Zacchaeus and called him to faith in yourself. You were born among us, as one of us, as our Shepherd, to find and save your lost sheep. Through your death and resurrection, you rescued us from sin, death and the devil and made us your own in holy Baptism. Jesus, Good Shepherd, 

C:
You came to seek and to save the lost.

P:
Lord and Savior, so many people are lost in loneliness and despair. They may be lost in grief or fear or doubt. Work through your saving Word to bring to them the comfort that they need. Work through us as we share with them the hope that we have in your name. Jesus, Good Shepherd,

C:
You came to seek and to save the lost.

P:
Lord and Savior, by the power of the Holy Spirit, work through our witness as we share the good news of salvation with those still lost in sin. As you did with Zacchaeus, invite yourself into their hearts and homes through the Gospel that we share. Jesus, Good Shepherd,

C:
You came to seek and to save the lost.

The Lord’s Prayer - (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,


thy kingdom come,


thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,


as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,


and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE BENEDICTION
P
For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 

C
As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, 

P
So will I seek out my sheep, 

C
And I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered

P:  Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all.

C: Thanks be to God.

(Remain standing for the hymn)
HYMN
           “The Old Rugged Cross”          

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,

The emblem of suffering and shame.

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best

For a world of lost sinners was slain.

(Refrain)

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross

Till my trophies at last I lay down;

I will cling to the old rugged cross

And exchange it someday for a crown.

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true;

       Its shame and reproach gladly bear;

Then He’ll call me someday to my home far away,

        Where His glory forever I’ll Share.

 (Refrain)

