June 14, 2020 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Everything We Need

Among the many lessons Jesus offers his disciples to prepare
them for their ministry is the instruction to ask God to send more
laborers. Even in the relatively small corner of the world they
would reach during their lifetimes, the disciples would need to
multiply their numbers if they hoped to spread the gospel, plant
churches, and harvest followers of Christ.

Today, although we say, "it's a small world," the task of
spreading the gospel is still more than one congregation or even
denomination can do alone. Sometimes the size of our mission
field overwhelms us and we wonder if our individual and even
collective efforts can make a difference.

Fortunately, graciously, the Lord of the harvest does not
leave us without resources or encouragement. Our worship with
fellow laborers this day strengthens us for work and witness in
God's beloved creation. All around us are harvesting
opportunities, moments when God's deep care and concern for
all can be demonstrated through our words and actions. The
anxious co-worker who fears for the future, the young person
maturing in faith, the stranger seeking community in our
worship this day: all are part of God's good creation ripe for
harvesting.

Jesus urges his disciples to pray for what they will need in
their work, with the assurance that God has already provided for
everything. God's living word--preached, proclaimed, and sung
this day--strengthens us. Bread and wine--Christ's own body--
nourishes us. Hands extended in peace bind us to one another in
love. God provides all the tools and fellow laborers we need to
welcome others into the community formed around Jesus.

When we consider the ways in which our words and
actions speak Christ to those who long for wholeness and
community, we may discover that we are the workers we've
been praying for.
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June 14, 2020 Second Sunday After Pentecost
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! If you are visiting,
please sign the guest book near the main door in the Narthex. We
offer both a traditional and celebration service, a joint effort between
members of both the traditional and contemporary services with
special music and a message, which we alternate during the
summer months.

Sunday School & Catechism are dismissed for the summer.

Nursery: Our nursery is in the church basement. The nursery is
currently unstaffed; you are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper
changing table & a semi-private nursing area also are available in
the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement. In the hallway, the
ladies room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, there
is a sign up book in the Narthex (lobby) by the telephone. Or, you
may call the church office during the week to check on availability.

Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the

church office or in the Narthex (lobby) and place it in the offering
plate.
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Tom Gaskins, Terry Ruedy

SOUND BOARD
Don Holmes

GRADUATE RECOGNITION

With the uncertainty of our church service
schedule at this time, we may have to
postpone our graduate recognition until a
later date. But we will begin to collect our
graduate’s information now.

If you have a high school or college graduate in your family, please
complete this form and either mail or email (office@firststjohn.com)
it to the church. If you email the information, you don’t need the
form, unless you have scanning capability at home. Thanks!

NAME OF GRADUATE

GRADUATED FROM

DEGREE EARNED

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

FUTURE PLANS (SCHOOL, WORK, ETC.):
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ORDER OF WORSHIP — CELEBRATION SERVICE

Praise Prelude
Prelude

Ringing of the Bell
Opening Song

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, as a reminder of the sign marked at
baptism as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, full of compassion and
mercy, abounding in steadfast love.
C: Amen.

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin
against God and one another.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

Eternal God, our creator,

: in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us,
your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our
offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and
our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. God'’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of
almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and
for the sake of Jesus Christ, God (+) forgives you all your sins.

C: Amen.

Praise Song

Invocation

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us

and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that,
overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your
realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



(Please be seated)
Announcements

FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a
Upon arriving at Mount Sinai after the great deliverance at the Red Sea, Israel hears the
marvelous story of what God has done for them. Because God has delivered them, Israel

is called to live in a relationship with God as a priestly people through whom God will
work for all.

[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai,
and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.
‘Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain,
saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: “You
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and
brought you to myself. ‘Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the
whole earth is mine, ‘but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy
nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites."

’So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before

them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. *The people all
answered as one: "Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do."

Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 100
We are God's people and the sheep of God's pasture. (Ps. 100:2)

Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands;
serve the LORD with gladness and come before his presence with a song.

’Know this: The LORD himself is God;

he himself has made us, and we are his;

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
*Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his name.

‘For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting;

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8

For Paul, living in God's grace means experiencing peace with God and hope that does
not disappoint. The love of God, evident in Christ's death for the undeserving, has been
poured into our hearts and sustains us in our troubles.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, *through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. *And not only that, but we
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, ‘and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not
disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
C: Our Lord’s body and blood, let us take together.

(Please be seated)

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand over
your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the
gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to
gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have not
been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing.”

(When coming to receive Communion, please fill out a Communion
registration card located in the pew rack and give it to the usher.)

(When communion is completed, please stand)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this
bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your
great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we
hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of
peace, for you are Lord forevermore.

C: Amen.

The Blessing
P: May God, whose power worklng in us can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and
hope. Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.

C: Amen.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C: Thanks be to God.

Closing Song
Postlude



san-na. Ho - san - ma in the  high - est.  Bless-ed is he who

comes in - the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of
this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 'Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person--though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. *But God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse
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words of ¢ - ter - nal  life Al-le-lu - ja. Al-le-lu - ia
Gospel Acclamation (spoken)
P: The Gospel according to St. Matthew Chapters 9 & 10.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35--10:8-23
Jesus' followers are to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, Jesus instructs his
first disciples on how to proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds.

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and
every sickness. **When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
*"Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; **therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest."

%! Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known
as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;
’Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; *Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one
who betrayed him.

>These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, ‘but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. "As you go, proclaim the good
news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' *Cure the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give
without payment. *Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, ’no bag for
your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their
food.
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"Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay
there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. *If the house is
worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace
return to you. “If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake
off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. *Truly I tell you,
it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of
judgment than for that town.

1"See, | am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. "Beware of them, for they will hand
you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; *and you will be
dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them
and the Gentiles. *"When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are
to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at
that time; *for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking
through you. *Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and
children will rise against parents and have them put to death; *and you will be
hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. *When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell
you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of
Man comes."

Gospel Response (Spoken)
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
Message Song

Pastor Rayl

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Lord, in your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

“Sanctuary” (please stand)

Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary,
Pure and holy, tried and true;

With thanksgiving I'll be a living
Sanctuary for You.

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy
the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

v Q00 QT QU

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
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