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First S;'4tg(ih§le;gg;le§;lele$hurCh Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Please review some of

) our guidelines below.
Toledo, Ohio 43605

419-691-7222 Masks must be worn. We have some available to take if you
don’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be taken home to
office@firststjohn.com wash and reuse. There are also disposable masks.

www.firststjohn.com

Please do not congregate in the Narthex (entrance area) either as

Rev. Jerald K. Rayl you arrive or leave.
Annette Slater - Music Director To minimize direct contact, we will use the outside aisles only for
Dr. Anthony Pattin - Organist entry and exit. The center aisle will be used for communion,
Toni Wilbarger - Secretary special needs, or emergency exit.

Ushers will fill the pews from the front to the back of the church
and dismiss from the back to the front. Please follow their
directions. We are sorry everyone cannot have their usual seat.

NOTE: We can speak the congregational responses behind our
masks. Dr. Tony and Annette Slater will provide music. The
service will be recorded and published to the website. We are
now live streaming the service on our church website,
www.firststjohn.com

Elders will wear gloves. You can get a bulletin at the check-in
table when you walk in. Please do not leave your bulletin in the
pew when you exit; take it home or put it in the recycling bin at
the front door.

There is a small wooden church just to the right of the main door
when you come in. It has a slot for your offering.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take the left set of steps down. The ladies room is at one end of
the hallway, and the men’s room is at the other. Return to the
Narthex using the opposite set of stairs. Please, one person only in
the restroom area.

Diaper Changing: A diaper changing table is available in the ladies
restroom in the basement of the church.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, please

Called through faith; Gathered in worship; Serving the community call the church office during the week to check on availability.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude Dr. Pattin
Ringing of the Bell

Opening Hymn “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” No. 338
(sung by Annette)

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, the keeper of the
covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock and our
redeemer.

C: Amen.

P: God hears us when we cry out and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.

(Silence is kept for reflection)

P: Fountain of living water,

C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long
to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we
have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in
the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and
restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by
the saving love of Jesus Christ, through the wisdom and power of
God, your sins are (+) forgiven, and God remembers them no
more. Journey in the way of Jesus.

C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. Let us pray. Holy God,

heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen,
and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from
sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with
us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Announcements

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors who had broken the
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when the people can no
longer make such a complaint. There will be no need to teach the law because God will
write the holy law in their hearts.
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The days are surely coming, says the LORD, When I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. **It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband says the LORD.

But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD,"
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the
LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: PsaLm 51:1-12
Create in me a clean heart, O God. (Ps. 51:11)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
accordlng to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
’Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
Agalnst you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless
when you pass judgment.
*Indeed, I was born guilty,
a s1nner when my mother conceived me.
%You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash [me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
°Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
""Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spmt from me.
"’Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10

The Bible often speaks of Jesus as the "lamb of God" who takes away the sin of the
world. This reading expands upon this image with another: Jesus is also the high
priest whose suffering became the gracious gift of salvation.
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Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by
the one who said to him,
"You are my Son,
today I have begotten you";
Sas he says also in another place,
"You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek."

"In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he
was heard because of his reverent submlsswn ¥Although he was a Son he
learned obedience through what he suffered; *and having been made perfect,
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, '°having been
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchlzedek

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Lenten Verse “Return to the Lord Your God” (sung by Annette)

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
And abounding in steadfast love. (Repeat)

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 12.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 12:20-33

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus'

words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise
of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered.

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.

*IThey came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him,
"Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22Phlllp went and told Andrew; then Andrew and
Philip went and told Jesus. J esus answered them, "The hour has come for the
Son of Man to be glorified. **Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit. *Those who love their hfe lose it, and those who hate their life in
this world will keep it for eternal life. **Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father
will honor.

27 "Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say--'"Father, save me
from this hour'? No it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. **Father,
glorify your name. Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I
will glorify it again." **The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was
thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." **Jesus answered, "This
voice has come for your sake, not for mine.
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} 1Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven
out. **And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to
myself." 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl
Sermon Hymn  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” No. 337
(sung by Annette)

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Offering (As you exit, please place your offering in the wooden
church in the Narthex if you have not already done so.)

Musical Offertory Dr. Pattin

Offering Prayer

P: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet
us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this
meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.




Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us, Lord.
C: Your mercy is great.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: In faith you are what God made you to be: created in Christ
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to
serve your neighbor. God bless you (+) that you may be a
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.

C: Amen.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the hope that is in you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn  “Christ, the Life of All the Living” No. 339
(sung by Annette)
Postlude Dr. Pattin
skokskok

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Darold Henninger, Kevin Ruedy

SOLOIST
Annette Slater

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley
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Follow Me

On the rear wall of the Chapel of the Incarnation at Luther
Seminary in St. Paul hangs a bronze crucifix. Abstractly
conceived, the crucified Jesus is caught suspended just above a
second free-form bronze outline of the Christ, arms outstretched,
clearly broken but clearly rising. One piece rises out of the other,
yet both are one. This visual representation of motion, struggle,
and victory may evoke these words from today's gospel: "I, when
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to
myself" (John 12:32).

This sculpture in the seminary chapel is in memory of a
student who died in a battle with cancer. He was a gifted and
enthusiastic musician who was endowed with a dry wit and great
passion for his calling to empower the people of God in song. In
the evening at the hospice facility he would sing the liturgy of
compline with his guests, allowing the liturgy of the church to
inform and comfort all present.

The sculpture, a broken body, recalls Ash Wednesday's
words, "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return." With all creation we pray that God's victory will have full
reign in the face of all kinds of death that surround us. In today's
gospel Jesus speaks of the great mystery which is about to unfold,
and we get a hint that death is not the final word: "unless a grain
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit." Jesus succumbed to the powers
of death. It is nearly impossible to comprehend this selfless act.
Our hope is in this one who draws all of us to himself across the
chasm that separates the living from the dead. This is the ultimate
hope of the gospel, that in the letting go of our earthly life we find
Life.




