March 28, 2021 Palm Sunday
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Please review some of
our guidelines below.

Masks must be worn. We have some available to take if you
don’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be taken home to
wash and reuse. There are also disposable masks.

Please do not congregate in the Narthex (entrance area) either as
you arrive or leave.

To minimize direct contact, we will use the outside aisles only for
entry and exit. The center aisle will be used for communion,
special needs, or emergency exit.

Ushers will fill the pews from the front to the back of the church
and dismiss from the back to the front. Please follow their
directions. We are sorry everyone cannot have their usual seat.

NOTE: We can speak the congregational responses behind our
masks. Dr. Tony and Annette Slater will provide music. The
service will be recorded and published to the website. We are
now live streaming the service on our church website,
www.firststjohn.com

Elders will wear gloves. You can get a bulletin at the check-in
table when you walk in. Please do not leave your bulletin in the
pew when you exit; take it home or put it in the recycling bin at
the front door.

There is a small wooden church just to the right of the main door
when you come in. It has a slot for your offering.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take the left set of steps down. The ladies room is at one end of
the hallway, and the men’s room is at the other. Return to the
Narthex using the opposite set of stairs. Please, one person only in
the restroom area.

Diaper Changing: A diaper changing table is available in the ladies
restroom in the basement of the church.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, please
call the church office during the week to check on availability.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude Dr. Pattin
Ringing of the Bell

Palm Sunday Liturgy (please stand)

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

v Q0T QU

Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation,
that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those
mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Palm Sunday Lesson — Mark 11:1-11

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near
the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples “and said to them,
“@Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. *If
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord
needs it and will send it back here immediately.””

*They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As
they were untying it, “some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you
doing, untying the colt?”” “They told them what Jesus had said; and they
allowed them to take it. ‘Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.

*Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy
branches that they had cut in the fields. “Then those who went ahead and
those who followed were shouting,

“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
""Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

""Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.

(Please raise your palm branches)
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

v Q00 QU

We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by
which you have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. On this day He entered the holy city of Jerusalem in
triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of Kings by
those who scattered their garments and branches of palms in
his path.

We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear
them, and grant that we may ever hail him as our Lord and King
and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Hymn “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” No. 344
(sung by Annette)

After the conclusion of the hymn:

P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

C: Hosanna in the highest.

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the
human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our
nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy, enable
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the third
servant song of Isaiah. This reading describes the mission of the servant. When
early Christians read this, they heard the voice of Jesus in this servant of God. The
servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God's steadfast love.
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The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens--
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
>The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
5[ gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
"The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and [ know that I shall not be put to shame;
*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
°It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn describing Jesus' death on the cross as
the primary model for Christian obedience and unselfishness.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
Swho, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.
*Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,

%0 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Lenten Verse  “Return to the Lord Your God”  (sung by Annette)

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
And abounding in steadfast love. (Repeat)

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Gospel according to St. Mark, Chapter 15.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

The HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 15:1-47

(4s a sign of respect and devotion, the Congregation
will be instructed to stand prior to
the reading of our Lord’s death on the cross.)

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the
elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away,
and handed him over to Pilate. *Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the
Jews?" He answered him, "You say so." *Then the chief priests accused
him of many things. *Pilate asked him again, "Have you no answer? See
how many charges they bring against you." But Jesus made no further
reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone
for whom they asked. "Now a man called Barabbas was in grison with the
rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. “So the crowd
came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. *Then
he answered them, "Do you want me to release for you the King of the
Jews?" For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests
had handed him over. ''But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have
him release Barabbas for them instead. '*Pilate spoke to them again, "Then
what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?"
PThey shouted back, "Crucify him!" '*Pilate asked them, "Why, what evil
has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Crucify him!" "*So Pilate,
wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
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'“Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is,
the governor's headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort.

7 And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns
into a crown, they put it on him.

'8 And they began saluting him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" '*They struck his
head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. *’After
mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

I They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the
country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander
and Rufus. *Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which
means the place of a skull). ~°And they offered him wine mixed with
myrrh; but he did not take it. **And they crucified him, and divided his
clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.

It was nine o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. **The
inscription of the charge against him read, "The King of the Jews." *’And
with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left.
»Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, "Aha!
You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, *’save
yourself, and come down from the cross!" *'In the same way the chief
priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves
and saying, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 et the Messiah,
the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and
believe." Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.

3When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three
in the afternoon. **At three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi,
Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?" *>When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen,
he is calling for Elijah." **And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour
wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see
whether Elijah will come to take him down." **Then Jesus gave a loud cry
and breathed his last. **And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from
top to bottom. *’Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that
in this way he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's Son!"

““There were also women looking on from a distance; among them
were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of
Joses, and Salome. *' These used to follow him and provided for him when
he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up
with him to Jerusalem.

“When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation,
that is, the day before the sabbath, “*Joseph of Arimathea, a respected
member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the
kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. “Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. **When
he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to
Joseph.

**Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body,
wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out
of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. "Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl
Sermon Hymn  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” No. 351
(sung by Annette)

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Offering (As you exit, please place your offering in the wooden
church in the Narthex if you have not already done so.)

Offering Prayer

P: Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide
our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we
may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you; and then use us,
we pray, as you will, but always to your glory and the welfare of
your people, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.



Praise Singers  “Atf the Foot of the Cross (I Lay My Sins)”

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us, Lord.
C: Your mercy is great.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: In faith you are what God made you to be: created in Christ
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to
serve your neighbor. God bless you (+) that you may be a
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.

C: Amen.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the hope that is in you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn ‘Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” No. 335
(sung by Annette)
Postlude Dr. Pattin
skskeskk

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Tom Gaskins, Terry Ruedy

SOLOIST
Annette Slater

SOUND BOARD
Mark Ackerman




PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY
Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child toothbrush, child
paper towels laundry soap tampons
toilet paper fabric softener sheets sanitary pads
tissues body lotion band aids
deodorant body soap toothpaste, adult
shampoo, adult toothbrush, adult toothpaste, child

disposable razors

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members. If you would like to donate items, please
donate only full size products as sample sizes will not last a month. If
you would prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we
welcome monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John

Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo line.
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Unchanging Love

We human beings are fickle. Our tastes and appetites
change frequently--spurred by marketing that plays on our fears
and our egos. We cancel plans with friends at the last minute
when something or someone more interesting makes us a better
offer. We trade in cars that are in perfect working condition. We
neglect or abandon relationships rather than do the hard work
needed to keep them healthy. We pray and worship
sporadically. Maybe we do not do all--or even any--of these
things, but we are people who know how quickly affection can
turn sour.

The Sunday of the Passion begins with a noisy, joyful
parade and ends with a bleak and cheerless execution. The
hosannas of the adoring spectators in Jerusalem turn all too soon
to ugly shouts of "Crucify!" as Jesus moves from a wonder-
working teacher to a subversive criminal in the crowd's
estimation. How do blessings turn so quickly to curses? How is
it possible that people who were held spellbound by Jesus'
teaching, who brought their sick and demon-possessed to him
for healing, who welcomed him into Jerusalem with gracious
words and loving actions--how is it possible that people touched
so profoundly by Jesus' presence with them could so quickly
turn around and put him to death?

To what extent are our own loyalties up for grabs?
Perhaps it is simply the nature of human love to be inconstant,
temperamental. Fortunately God's love for us does not depend
on whims. It cannot be swayed by things that we do or things
that we fail to do. God does not bless us in one breath and
punish us in the next. God's love for us does not change, no
matter how capricious our own affection for God tends to be.
Thanks be to God for this grace.




