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IF WE SAY WE HAVE NO
SIN. WE DECEIVE
OURSELVES ANEB THE
RUTH IS NOT IN US. IF
WE CONFESS OUR SINS,
fe i feillful & jut
T EORGIVE US OUR
SINS AND TO CLEANSE
US FROM ALL
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.

1 Tl 1:8-9 ESV

Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
April 11, 2021 -10:15 an

April 11, 2021 Second Sunday of Easter
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Please review some of
our guidelines below.

Masks must be worn. We have some available to take if you
don’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be taken home to
wash and reuse. There are also disposable masks.

Please do not congregate in the Narthex (entrance area) either as
you arrive or leave.

To minimize direct contact, we will use the outside aisles only for
entry and exit. The center aisle will be used for communion,
special needs, or emergency exit.

Ushers will fill the pews from the front to the back of the church
and dismiss from the back to the front. Please follow their
directions. We are sorry everyone cannot have their usual seat.

NOTE: We can speak the congregational responses behind our
masks. Dr. Tony and Annette Slater will provide music. The
service will be recorded and published to the website. We are
now live streaming the service on our church website,
www.firststjohn.com

Elders will wear gloves. You can get a bulletin at the check-in
table when you walk in. Please do not leave your bulletin in the
pew when you exit; take it home or put it in the recycling bin at
the front door.

There is a small wooden church just to the right of the main door
when you come in. It has a slot for your offering.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take the left set of steps down. The ladies room is at one end of
the hallway, and the men’s room is at the other. Return to the
Narthex using the opposite set of stairs. Please, one person only in
the restroom area.

Diaper Changing: A diaper changing table is available in the ladies
restroom in the basement of the church.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, please
call the church office during the week to check on availability.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:15 am

Prelude Dr. Pattin
Ringing of the Bell

Opening Song “Amazing Grace / My Chains Are Gone”
(Praise Singers)

The Invocation

P: In the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

Thanksqiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

P: We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

C: Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us
with life.

P: To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our
Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us
to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Announcements

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

Here the church glimpses the life of the first Christian community. The author of Acts
describes the social dimension of Christian life. Animated by the Spirit of the risen
Lord, the body of Christ cares for those in need and holds all things in common.

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they
owned was held in common. **With great power the apostles gave their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. **There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands
or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. **They laid it
at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 133
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1)

How very good and pleasant it is

when kindred live together in unity!
21t is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard,
on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.

3Tt is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.

For there the LorRD ordained his blessing, life forevermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2

This letter begins with poetic testimony to Jesus as the word of life. Through him we
have firsthand experience of God and know for certain that God loves us and forgives
our sin.

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life--*this life was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was
revealed to us--"we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing these things so that our joy may
be complete.



>This is the message we have heard from h1m and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have
fellowshlp Wlth him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do
what is true; "but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have
fellowshlp w1th one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from
all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. °’If we confess our sins, he who is falthful and just will forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all unrlghteousness %If we say that we have not
sinnedj we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; “and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) - (sung by Annette)

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 20.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord appears to his disciples. His words to
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." *’After he sald
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. *'Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you." **When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Sp1r1t *If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. 2*So the other disciples told him, "We have seen
the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands,
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe."

%A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, "Peace be with you." ' Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.

5

Do not doubt but believe." **Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"
PJesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

**Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing
you may have life in his name.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl
Sermon Hymn “O Savior, Precious Savior” No. 820
(sung by Annette)

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
P: Hear us, O Lord,
C: your mercy is great.

The Offering (As you exit, please place your offering in the wooden
church in the Narthex if you have not already done so.)

Musical Offertory Dr. Pattin




Offering Prayer

P: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to
your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us
and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your
beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

I L 2 L 2

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy
Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross
gave salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a
tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn'

Ho-ly, ho - 1y ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,

@m—o—.‘:.!zhﬁﬁ—. = i.t;:f:@

hecav-cn and carth arc  full of your glo - ry.

san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - cst.  Bless-ed is he  who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
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P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be
satisfied.

The Communion (70:15—distribution will be continuous)

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand over
your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift
of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the
Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have not been baptized are
welcome to come to receive a blessing; please make an X with your arms
across your chest.”

Communion Hymn
“Bread of Life from Heaven” No. 474

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God’s grace. Amen.
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Prayer after Communion

P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in
our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as
joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all
people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and
to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son,
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

Dismissal
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Closing Hymn “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” No. 543

(sung by Annette)

Postlude Dr. Pattin
seskoksk

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Jeff Ladd, Dave Wilbarger

SOLOIST
Annette Slater

SOUND BOARD
Dave Wilbarger

April 11, 2021 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

A Powerful Image

Images fill our lives. Marketing campaigns depict people,
products, and symbols. Images are beamed into our homes via
television and Internet. Billboards, buses, stadiums, and clothing
all become canvas for visual communication. In church we touch
the baptismal font in remembrance, meditate on the cross, and
find peace in a window's rainbow color.

Seen or unseen, images are powerful. An inventor awakes
with a problem-solving picture in the middle of the night, and
some scientists think in images. The power of images is disputed
by very few among us.

For Christians the image of the risen Christ is infinitely
powerful. He stirs among us when pride keeps us from answering
his knock, and he enters lives sometimes bolted shut to grace. As
God's true image he reflects that redemption is more than a
gruesome death scene on Friday. His resurrected, wounded body
is an image of suffering love both for those who saw and touched
him and for those who have done neither.

Seeing Jesus as the hinge of history is a life-saving image.
On the far side death's wrecking ball destroys all in its path. On
this side of Jesus' resurrection the hulk of death dissolves into
harmless fog, and Christ reassures those who cannot touch his
wounded hands and side that resurrection is coming. He is
history's hinge, and in the great resurrection he will mark us
forever with the image of the invincible God.

Blessed are the eyes of faith that see the most powerful
image of all: the Victor towering over death. See how his hands,
feet, and side point to the Father's glory. Watch him leading
saints and martyrs to the banquet at God's throne. Taste it already
now in the eucharist as he opens your eyes in the breaking of
bread. Come, taste and touch the very power and image of God.




