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March 27, 2022                                             Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism between the 
services. Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 
   8:00 am       Early Worship 
   9:15 am       Sunday School / Catechism 
              9:15 am       Adult Bible Study 
 10:30 am       Late Worship 
 
Covid Guidelines: If you are fully vaccinated, you do not need to 
wear a mask. However, if you have not been vaccinated, please 
continue wearing a mask. We have some available near the 
entryway if you don’t have one.  

 
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on 
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be 
recorded and published to the website.  
 
Adult Sunday School meets at 9:15 am in the lounge (middle floor of 
the educational building – turn right out of the door by the choir loft). 
 
Children ages 3 through 5th grade will meet for Sunday School in the 
basement of the church (the JAM Room!).  
 
Catechism Class: Class will be held from 9:15 to 10:15 am each 
Sunday.  
 
Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book 
in the Narthex (lobby) by the telephone. Or, you can call the church 
office during the week to check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office or the Narthex (lobby) and place it in the offering plate. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 
Prelude                                                                                 Dr. Pattin           
Ringing of the Bell            

  
Opening Song       “As a Deer Runs to the River”                   No. 331 

 
The Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving For Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the Thanksgiving begins. The water is poured into the baptismal 
font. 
 
P:  Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received 

in baptism are renewed every day. Let us give thanks together 
for the life given in baptism. 

 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to 

bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that 
inspire wonder, for water that gives life to our planet. 

 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for 

water from the faucet, for rain and snow, for the Maumee River, 
Lake Erie, and all the smaller creeks and streams. 

 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 
P:  We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for 

delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, for 
leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, for 
preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, for 
guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, for 
quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for your salvation through 
water. 

 
P:  We give you thanks for the life of the baptized, for all who 

worship in your name, for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 
for children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ whom we have never seen, but to whom we are bound. 

 

C:  We give you thanks, O God for the life of all baptized. 

 

4 

P:  We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for 
our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters; for our new 
birth into a life of forgiveness of sin, redemption and service; for 
our calling to be your people, and for being sent out as the body 
of Christ for the life of the world. 

C:  We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity (+) now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Baptismal Hymn – We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus        No. 451 
 

We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his death; 
That as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand new life. 
And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 
We will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 
In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, 
In the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, 
God has made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; 
In the losing and winning we hold fast.  
 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, 
Glory to the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; 
As it was in the beginning, glory now resounds again 
In a song that has no ending. . . . . Amen. 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and 

you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us 
with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

 

Announcements 
 
FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12 
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the 
miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically 
bring their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 
 
The LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 
Egypt." And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in 
the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On 
the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, 
unleavened cakes and parched grain.  



 

5 

12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the 
Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that 
year. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 32 
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD. (Ps. 32:12) 
 
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 

2 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

3 While I kept silence, my body wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 

4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”  
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

6 Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; 
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. 

7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 

8 I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 
I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

9 Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you. 

10 Many are the torments of the wicked, 
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. 

11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
In Jesus' death on the cross, God works to persuade us of divine love so that we might 
be reconciled to God. As part of God's new creation, we are challenged to share with 
others the good news of our reconciled relationship to God. 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message 
of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
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Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Lenten Verse 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 15. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Jesus tells a story about a son who discovers his father's love only when he walks away 
from it. But the father's grace is also a crisis for an older brother, who thought that by 
his obedience he had earned a place in the father's home. 
 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 
2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them." 
 3So he told them this parable: 11"There was a man who had two sons. 
12The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the 
property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. 13A 
few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he 
had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and 
he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens 
of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly 
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's 
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger!  
18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me like one of your hired hands."' 20So he set off and went to his father. 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son 
said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.'  



 

7 

22But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe–the best one–and 
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate. 
 25"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached 
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked 
what was going on. 27He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' 28Then he 
became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead 
with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been 
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet 
you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 31Then the father 
said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But 
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.' " 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl  
Sermon Hymn    “Our Father, We Have Wandered”               No. 606 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Intercessory Prayer  
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Offering  
 
Chancel Choir     “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”     arr. J. Schrader 
             
Offering Prayer 
P:  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving 

and the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the 
cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection, through Christ 
our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 

holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the 
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you 
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

 
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

 
P:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith; 
C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P:  Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up 
as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth burning with justice, peace, and love. Remember 
us in your kingdom and join us in praying: 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P:  Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, 

drink for the desert. 
C:  We come with open hands, hearts and lives. 
 
The Communion (distribution will be continuous) 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine.  
 
“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

sustain you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P:  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger 
for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the 
song of grateful hearts, through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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The Blessing 
P:  May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and 

claimed us as children of the light, strengthen you on your 
journey into life renewed. 

C:  We turn to the Lord for our life and hope. 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon 

you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you (+) peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
P:  Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the 

Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn    “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”    No. 886 
Postlude                                                                               Dr. Pattin            

 
**** 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 
ELDERS 
Bill Nelson, Mike Winslow 
 
READER 
Toni Wilbarger 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Mark Ackerman 
 
ACOLYTES 
Mckenna Cummerow, Cam Schumaker 



 

11 

2022 EASTER FLOWER SALE 
SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD 

 
It’s time to order the flowers that will decorate the  
church on Easter morning, April 17th. The price is 
$10.00 per plant. You can choose a lily, daffodil, hyacinth, or tulip. 
Fill out the order blank below and place it in the offering plate or 
mail it to the church office. The final Sunday to order will be April 
3rd. Payment must accompany your order. Make checks out to:  First 
St. John Lutheran and write “Easter Flowers” on the memo line. 
 
              Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, April 3rd. 
******************************************************* 
Number of plants @ $12.00 each _________ Enclosed: $ _________ 
 
Type of plant:  ___________________________________________ 
                               (lily, daffodil, hyacinth, tulip) 
 

Name __________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________  Zip Code ____________ 
 
Phone ____________________________ 
 
In Loving Memory of (Deceased) ___________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of (Living)  _____________________________________ 
 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
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March 27, 2022                               FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
 
 
 

 

God's Welcoming Arms 
 
The wayward son in Jesus' famous parable had really gone far 
away from home in his quest to spend his inheritance. That he 
found himself on a pig farm in a foreign country desiring to eat 
what the pigs were eating illustrates the profound state of the 
son's lost condition. (Since kosher-keeping Jews do not eat 
pork, working in such a setting must certainly have been 
troubling). So the son begins to think about how much better 
life would be if he were to return to his father's household--
even as a servant. 
 Though the son has brought a carefully rehearsed 
confession of his sinfulness along with his return, the father 
seems to hear none of it. The son receives only the best 
clothing and a splendid feast as a welcome back into his 
father's household. Of the many parables that Jesus used to 
describe the generosity of God's love, probably none depict it 
in as profound a way as does this story. Not only does the 
father accept the youngest son back within the fold, but the son 
receives more than what he might have had if he had never left. 
 This type of grand festal welcome is what the church 
enters into each time it celebrates Holy Communion. Though 
we all have sinned, God does not count it against us (2 
Corinthians 5:19). So we are welcome at God's overflowing 
table without regard for what we have done or where we have 
been. 
 Frankly, the vision of such a grand reception is an 
incredible challenge for the church to put into effect. 
(Remember that it was not easy for the older son in the parable 
to be very welcoming either.) Yet the parable of the father's 
gracious love is a model for all of our efforts to create loving 
and forgiving homes and communities. 


