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“... the fruit of the Spirit
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control.”
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June 26, 2022 Third Sunday After Pentecost
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! From September
through May, we offer two services with Sunday School for youth
and adults and catechism between the services. For the summer,
we have just one service at 9:00 am.

Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be
recorded and published to the website.

Sunday School & Catechism is dismissed for the summer.

Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book
in the Narthex (lobby) by the telephone. Or, you can call the church
office during the week to check on availability.

Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office or the Narthex (lobby) and place it in the offering plate.
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Darold Henninger, Kevin Ruedy

HYMN LEADER
Annette Slater

READER
Toni Wilbarger

SOUND BOARD
Andy Hodges



ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude Dr. Pattin
Ringing of the Bell

Opening Song “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” No. 539
Rite of Baptism See insert

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to
obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to
the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we
may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Winslow Scholarship Presentation

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

In the story preceding today's reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the
security of God's mountain. There the Lord reveals to Elijah the work that is to be
done and promises to be present wherever God's people are faithful in their work.

Then the LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.
'°Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place."

S0 he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was
plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the
twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. *’He left the
oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, "Let me kiss my father and my mother, and
then I will follow you." Then Elijah said to him, "Go back again; for what
have I done to you?" *'He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen,
and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their
flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed
Elijah, and became his servant.

Reader: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 16
1 have set the LORD always before me. (Ps. 16:8)

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;

I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, my good above all other.'
2All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.

*But those who run after other gods

shall have their troubles multiplied.

“Their libations of blood I will not offer,
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
>0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;

it is you who uphold my lot.

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

T will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night after night.

*I have set the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;

my bodoy also shall rest in hope.

'"For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.

Y ou will show me the path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy,

and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
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SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the
ability to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of the Spirit
produce a different kind of life, one marked by the qualities Paul lists in this reading.

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery. *For you were called to freedom, brothers and
sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become slaves to one another. '*For the whole law is summed up
in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." "’If,
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another.

'Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh.
For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires
is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you
from doing what you want. '*But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
subject to the law. "Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication,
impurity, licentiousness, “idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger,
quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21erlvy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like
these. I am warning you, as [ warned you before: those who do such things
will not inherit the kingdom of God.

*’By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, *gentleness, and self-control.
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There is no law against such things. **And those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. ’If we live by the Spirit,
let us also be guided by the Spirit.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day. = When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart; Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Gospel Annhouncement
P: The Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 9 .
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62

Luke's gospel describes a long journey to Jerusalem during which Jesus teaches his
followers about the costs of discipleship. Today's reading describes the outset of this
Journey and the resolute action needed for travel.

When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. *And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered
a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; >*but they did not receive
him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. >*When his disciples James
and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come
down from heaven and consume them?" **But he turned and rebuked them.
**Then they went on to another village.

>7As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will
follow you wherever you go." **And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head."
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*To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury
my father." “But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as
for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." ®' Another said, "I will follow
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." “*Jesus said to
him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the
kingdom of God."

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl
Sermon Hymn  “On What Has Now Been Sown” No. 550

(Please stand)

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: God in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

The Offering

“O Happy Day” arr. Mark Kieswetter
Chancel Choir, soloist Bill Hamilton

Special Music

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. Living God, God of abundance: you have set before
us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen
us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Q

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

v 0T 01V 07T

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
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P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow'r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comesin the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na

the high - est.

Thanksgiving at the Table

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy
and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and
life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

P: We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the
promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all
the ages, the qift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in
word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his
life.

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life
our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his
resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the
great and promised feast.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in
Christ’'s body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and
receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and
every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our
great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the
banquet.

(Please be seated)

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the
wine.

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”
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Communion Hymns

“I Received the Living God” No. 477
“Bread of Life From Heaven” No. 474

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God’s grace.

C: Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for
others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.

Blessing
P: The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you,

comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Here | Am, Lord” No. 574
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Pattin
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Keep Looking Forward

A retired farmer told of growing up on a farm in the
early part of the twentieth century. At ten years old he was
deemed responsible enough to plow a field with the family's
mule. That mule made plowing seem easy. But the mule knew
when lunchtime was near. When the mule made a turn at the
end of the field and caught sight of the barn it would pick up its
pace. But when the young plowman turned the animal around
to plow in the opposite direction, the mule would slow to a
crawl. Once the mule turned its head back as if to complain that
it was time to stop for lunch. But the ten-year-old farmer
misinterpreted the mule's glance. Not wanting to miss what the
mule was looking at, he also turned his head. Just then the plow
swerved, hit a rock, and broke.

In today's gospel we learn that Jesus made a decisive
turn in his ministry and "set his face" toward Jerusalem, the
place of his death and resurrection. A certain Samaritan village
rejected him and would not allow him to pass through. But
Jesus kept his focus and did not let this rejection nor his
disciples' desire for retribution become something like the rock
that stopped the plowing.

Disciples of Jesus, even today, need to stay focused on
the good news of what God has done through Jesus Christ.
Jesus came to bring good news to the poor, proclaim release for
the captives, healing for the blind, and freedom for the
oppressed. Jesus calls on us to keep a singular focus on sharing
this gospel message for the sake of the world.




