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Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community

June §, 2022

June 5, 2022 Day of Pentecost
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! From September
through May, we offer two services with Sunday School for youth
and adults and catechism between the services. For the summer,
we have just one service at 9:00 am.

Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be
recorded and published to the website.

Sunday School & Catechism is dismissed for the summer.

Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book
in the Narthex (lobby) by the telephone. Or, you can call the church
office during the week to check on availability.

Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office or the Narthex (lobby) and place it in the offering plate.
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Tom Eppard, Bob Hecklinger

HYMN LEADER
Annette Slater

READER
Lisa Anderson

SOUND BOARD
Dave Wilbarger




Prelude Dr. Pattin
Ringing of the Bell
Opening Song “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” No. 582

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism.

P:
C:

P:

Hymn of Praise

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life
with Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation.

: For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,

who was, who is, and who is to come.

(Water may be poured into the font
as the presiding minister gives thanks.)

: We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your

throne: through the earth, through the city, through every living
thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You
opened wide the sea for the Israelites.

: Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is

drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness, and
we pass safely through.

: In Jesus Christ, you calm the troubled waters. You nourish us

and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In
lush and barren places, you are with us.

: You have become our salvation.

: Now, creative Holy Spirit, as you did at the moment of creation,

breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.

: Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

: To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be

honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.

: Amen.

“Give Me Jesus” (vs. 1-3)
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No. 770

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers
life to all the peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the
fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our
tongues for praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

Announcements

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with the
Holy Spirit and become witnesses for him to the ends of the earth. As the people spoke
in many languages, the all-encompassing nature of the church and its mission were
revealed.

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. “And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. *Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. *All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.

*Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. ®And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ’Amazed and
astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? *And
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? °Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, '’Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, ''Cretans and Arabs
—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power."
2All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this
mean?" *But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."

"“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you,
and listen to what I say. "*Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is
only nine o'clock in the morning. '*No, this is what was spoken through the
prophet Joel:

"'In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams.
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"®Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
' And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
**The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.
?IThen everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'"

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:14-17

Here Paul speaks about the mystery of baptism: through the Spirit we are adopted,
gathered, and welcomed into Christ's body, the church. And we receive new names:
brother, sister, child of God.

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. "*For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit
of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" '®it is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.

When my is hard, break the stone a - wdy.  When my heartis cold,
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warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
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Gospel Acclamation
P: The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 14.
C: Gilory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-17, 25-27

On the night he was betrayed, in his final address to his disciples, Jesus promises that
though he must now leave them, they will soon receive the presence of an Advocate,
the Spirit of truth, whom God will send to comfort and enlighten them.

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. '®And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. '"This
is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will
be in you."

' have said these things to you while I am still with you. **But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. ?peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid."

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl
Sermon Hymn “Spirit of Gentleness” No. 396

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)

P:
C:

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(Please be seated)

The Offering

Offertory Music

Dr. Pattin

Offering Prayer

P:

Q

v Q0T Q0T QT

Let us pray. Living God, God of abundance: you have set before
us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen
us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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Thanksgiving at the Table

P:

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy
and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and
life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the
promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all
the ages, the qift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in
word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his
life.

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life
our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his
resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the
great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in
Christ’'s body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and
receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and
every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our
great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.



P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: In Christ's presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the
banquet.

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)
If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the
gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to
gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have not
been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; please
make an X with your arms across your chest.”

Communion Hymns

“l Received the Living God” No. 477
“Bread of Life From Heaven” No. 474

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God'’s grace.

C: Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for
others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.
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Blessing

P: The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you,
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn ‘Be Thou My Vision” No. 793
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Pattin
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION
SUNDAY
June 19, 2022

We will publicly acknowledge all our graduates from GW“WM
high school and college at our worship service on

Sunday, June 19™. Please plan on having your graduate attend this
service as all graduates will be recognized. If you know of a
graduate, please complete this form and drop it in the offering plate,
mail it to the church office, or fax this page to 419-691-7220 by
Tuesday, June 14"

NAME OF GRADUATE

GRADUATED FROM

DEGREE EARNED

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

FUTURE PLANS (SCHOOL, WORK, ETC.):

1"

June 5, 2022 DAY OF PENTECOST

Never-Ending Story

In the Easter season one year a young boy asked his mother,
"How does the story end?" Jesus' death wasn't the end of the
story; he rose from the dead. Jesus' story continued when he
appeared to his friends, more than once. So, how did the story
end?

The boy's mother thought a minute and answered,
"Well, in a way, the story is still going on. You and I are part
of it. So is everyone at church."

You and I are part of it. The mother's response points
to the mysterious work of the Holy Spirit. How do we get
inside the story? How do we become actors in it, people who
continue the story of love and mercy begun by Jesus?

As the Gospel of John says again and again, it is not
enough to look at what God does from the outside. We can
only know the truth when it dwells in us; we can only know
life when we have entered into it. The Spirit leads us to the
truth. The Spirit draws us into the mutual love of Jesus and
God the Father so that we can be one as Jesus and the Father
are one. The Spirit makes possible our creative role in the
story that continues to unfold chapter by chapter.

Some people sing "Happy Birthday" to the church on
Pentecost, because the first Pentecost was the birth of the
church. We miss the point, though, if we put Easter or
Pentecost in the past, if we think that we are two millennia
away from the birthing work of the Spirit. The Spirit continues
to create the church by dwelling in believers and drawing us
into the life of God. Thanks to the Spirit, the church is born
anew today!




