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July 24, 2022 Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! From September
through May, we offer two services with Sunday School for youth
and adults and catechism between the services. For the summer,
we have just one service at 9:00 am.

Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be
recorded and published to the website.

Sunday School & Catechism are dismissed for the summer.

Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book
in the Narthex (lobby) by the telephone. Or, you can call the church
office during the week to check on availability.

Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the

church office or the Narthex (lobby) and place it in the offering plate.
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

GUEST MUSICIAN
Emily Lipper, Trumpet

ELDERS
Ben Hodges, Matt Miller

HYMN LEADER
Annette Slater

READER
Toni Wilbarger

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley



ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude Dr. Pattin
Ringing of the Bell
Opening Song “This Little Light of Mine” No. 677
Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

with Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation.
: For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless
God, who was, who is, and who is to come.

Cc
P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life
Cc

(Water may be poured into the font
as the presiding minister gives thanks.)

P: We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your
throne: through the earth, through the city, through every living
thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You
opened wide the sea for the Israelites.

C: Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is
drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness, and
we pass safely through.

P: In Jesus Christ, you calm the troubled waters. You nourish us
and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In
lush and barren places, you are with us.

C: You have become our salvation.

P: Now, creative Holy Spirit, as you did at the moment of creation,
breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.

C: Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every
tear.

P: To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be

honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise “Give Me Jesus” (vs. 1-3) No. 770
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Da
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more

ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more
than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant
mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience,
and give us those good things that come only through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s first reading, Abraham fulfills the commission given to him by God, that all
the nations of the earth should bless themselves through him. Abraham's call is to
teach God's way of justice and righteousness.

The LORD said, "How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and
how very grave their sin! 2'I must go down and see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will
know."

2280 the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while
Abraham remained standing before the LORD. *Then Abraham came near
and said, "Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
*Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away
the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? *’Far be it
from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all
the earth do what is just?" **And the LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty
righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake." >’ Abraham
answered, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the LORD, I who am but
dust and ashes. **Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you
destroy the whole city for lack of five?" And he said, "I will not destroy it if |
find forty-five there." ?? Again he spoke to him, "Suppose forty are found
there." He answered, "For the sake of forty I will not do it." **Then he said,
"Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there."
He answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there." *'He said, "Let me take it
upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there." He
answered, "For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it." 2Then he said, "Oh do
not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found
there." He answered, "For the sake of ten I will not destroy it."
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Reader: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 138

Your love endures forever, do not abandon the works of your hands. (Ps. 138:9)

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;

before the gods I will sing your praise.
’I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your love and faithfulness;

*for you have glorified your name

and your word above all things.
“When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.

>All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD,

when they have heard the words of your mouth.
SThey will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.

"Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly;

he perceives the haughty from afar.
%Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

*The LORD will make good his purpose for me;

O LORD, your love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-7
This letter warns about "the empty lure" of ideas that compromise the faith into which
people are baptized. Through baptism, the church is rooted in Christ.

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, "rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, let my heart be good sail, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.

warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 11.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13
Jesus prays often and urges his disciples to do the same. Here, he teaches them to pray
and encourages them to trust in God at all times.

[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." *He
said to them, "When you pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
*Give us each day our daily bread.
*And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial."

>And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to
him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; "for a
friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' ’And he
answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and
my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' I tell
you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever
he needs.

"So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. '°For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the
door will be opened. ''Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a
fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? “Or if the child asks for an egg, will
give a scorpion? "“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!"



Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON
Sermon Hymn

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: God in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

The Offering

Pastor Rayl
“Be Thou My Vision” No. 793

Special Music

“Amazing Grace” arr. Fritchie

Emily Lipper, trumpet

Offering Prayer

P:

Let us pray. Living God, God of abundance: you have set before
us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen
us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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comesin the name of the Lord.  Ho-san - na in the high - est

Thanksgiving at the Table

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy

and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and
life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the

promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all
the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in
word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his

life.
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P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life
our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his
resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the
great and promised feast.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in
Christ’'s body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and
receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and
every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our
great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the
banquet.

(Please be seated)
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The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the
wine.

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

Communion Hymns

“Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” No. 492
“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” No. 494

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God’s grace.

C: Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for
others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of peace, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you,
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” No. 392
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Pattin

*kkkk
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY

Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child disposable razors
paper towel laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets  toothpaste, adult
tissues body lotion sanitary pads
deodorant body soap band aids

shampoo, adult

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members. If you would like to donate items, please
donate only full size products as sample sizes will not last a
month.

If you would prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you,
we welcome monetary donations. Please make out checks to First
St. John Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the
memo line.

"
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July 24, 2022

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Pray Persistently

Knocking has been replaced in some circles by the beep of a
pager, the tone of a cell phone, or an electronic voice that
says we have mail. Each sound calls someone to attention and
demands a response. But the knock on one's door is more
personal, and perhaps, more urgent. The way one knocks on a
neighbor's door sends a message. A simple fap tap signals:
"Attention, I am coming in." A bold, fourfold knocking is
more formal: "I am here, and [ am waiting for you to come
and open the door." A rapid, heavier sevenfold striking on the
door says, "I need you; it is urgent; there is no time to waste;
help!"

In our gospel story for today the disciples ask Jesus to
teach them to pray. In Luke's gospel, Jesus models faithful
prayer. Here, he not only teaches his disciples what to pray
for, but teaches them to be persistent in prayer.

Jesus teaches us to pray with the urgency of a friend
knocking on a neighbor's door late at night asking for help.
We can be persistent knowing we are coming to God in
childlike trust. Jesus promises us that God cares about our
personal needs. God cares about our need for daily bread, our
need for forgiveness, and our need to be saved from times of
trial.

As we gather for worship today we enter into the
prayer Jesus first taught to his disciples, joining our voices
with others. His prayer, known as the Lord's Prayer or the
"Our Father," still teaches us to pray. In this prayer we join
sisters and brothers in our own congregation, as well as
Christians around the world. Together we are all knocking,
confident that God will hear us.




