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August 7, 2022                                 Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! From September 
through May, we offer two services with Sunday School for youth 
and adults and catechism between the services. For the summer, 
we have just one service at 9:00 am.  
 
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on 
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be 
recorded and published to the website.  
 
Sunday School & Catechism are dismissed for the summer.  
 
Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book 
in the Narthex (lobby) by the telephone. Or, you can call the church 
office during the week to check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office or the Narthex (lobby) and place it in the offering plate. 
 

 
 

***** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
GUEST MUSICIAN 
Emily Lipper 
 
ELDERS 
Jeff Ladd, Bill Nelson 
 
READER 
Bob Haar 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Beth Hugueley 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude                                                                                 Dr. Pattin 
Ringing of the Bell            

  
Opening Song         “Come, Thou Almighty King”                   No. 408 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism. 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. 
 

C: For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 

 

(Water may be poured into the font  
as the presiding minister gives thanks.) 

 

P: We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your 
throne: through the earth, through the city, through every living 
thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You 
opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

 

C: Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is 
drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness, and 
we pass safely through. 

 
P: In Jesus Christ, you calm the troubled waters. You nourish us 

and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In 
lush and barren places, you are with us. 

 

C: You have become our salvation. 
 
P: Now, creative Holy Spirit, as you did at the moment of creation, 

breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

 

C: Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
 
P: To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be 

honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise         “Give Me Jesus” (vs. 1-3)                    No. 770 
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Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life 

and light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your 
grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you 
appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen.  
 
Announcements  
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
God promises childless Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his 
descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God's promise and 
through this faith, he is considered righteous. 
 
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not 
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." 2But 
Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, 
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3And Abram said, "You 
have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." 
4But the word of the LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no 
one but your very own issue shall be your heir." 5He brought him outside and 
said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." 
Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6And he believed the 
LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22 
Let your lovingkindness be upon us, as we have put our trust in you. (Ps. 33:22) 
 
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 
Happy the people he has chosen to be his own! 
 13The LORD looks down from heaven, 
 and beholds all the people in the world. 
14From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze 
on all who dwell on the earth. 
 15He fashions all the hearts of them 
 and understands all their works.  
16There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; 
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength. 
 17The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; 
 for all its strength it cannot save. 
18Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, 
on those who wait upon his love, 
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 19to pluck their lives from death, 
 and to feed them in time of famine.  
20Our soul waits for the LORD; 
he is our help and our shield. 
 21Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, 
 for in his holy name we put our trust. 
22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 
as we have put our trust in you.  
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God need in every age. 
Their hope and trust in God's promise allowed them to face an unknown future. 
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 
going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him 
of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old–and Sarah herself was barren–
because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one 
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the 
stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." 
 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but 
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make 
it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the 
land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But 
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Acclamation 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 12. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40 
Jesus encourages his followers to recognize the true value of God's kingdom, so that 
their hearts may be where their real treasure lies. Instead of facing life with fear, those 
who know God's generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others. 
 
[Jesus said:] 32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses 
for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 
thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 
 35"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are 
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may 
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those 
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 
38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, 
blessed are those slaves. 
 39"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 
  
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                                           Pastor Rayl  
Sermon Hymn         “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”                     No. 623 

 
 (Please stand) 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  God in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering  
 
Offertory Music                                             Emily Lipper, trumpet 
 
Offering Prayer 
P:  Let us pray. Living God, God of abundance: you have set before 

us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen 
us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of 
all, in the name of Jesus. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the 
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 

 
P:  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
P:  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy 

and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and 
life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 
P:  We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the 
promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all 
the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in 
word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his 
life. 

 
P:  In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
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P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
P:  Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life 

our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his 
resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the 
great and promised feast. 

C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P:  Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in 

Christ’s body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and 
receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C:  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P:  Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and 

every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our 
great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P:  In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the 
 banquet. 
 
The Communion (distribution will be continuous) 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand over 
your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  
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“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the 
gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather 
at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have not been 
baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; please make an X 
with your arms across your chest.” 
 
Communion Hymns      
 

   “Bread of Life from Heaven”                No. 474                                                                                                       
   “Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness”    No. 488                 
 

(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 
Communion Blessing 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

sustain you in God’s grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
P:  Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our 

wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for 
others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your 
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
P:  The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, 

comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn      “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                  No. 836 
 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                                                                                Dr. Pattin 

 
**** 
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY 
 

Please purchase full size items. 

 
dish soap  shampoo, child  disposable razors             

paper towel  laundry soap  toothbrush, adult  

toilet paper  fabric so ener sheets toothpaste, adult 

ssues   body lo on  sanitary pads 

deodorant  body soap  band aids 

shampoo, adult    

 
This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene 
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them stay 
clean and healthy. We always welcome any dona ons from our 
congrega on members. 
 
 If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size products 
as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would prefer a Pantry 
volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome monetary dona ons. 
Please make out checks to First St. John Lutheran Church and write 
Personal Needs Pantry on the memo line.  
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August 7, 2022               NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 

 
 

 

Faith-Based Initiative 
 
Scripture tells us that upon hearing the news that he and Sarah 
would have a child, "Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and 
said to himself, 'Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred 
years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?' 
" (Gen. 17:17). That Abraham and Sarah tried, in spite of 
everything, is surely what the people of God have always 
understood as the meaning of "faith-based initiative." 
 God promised. Abraham and Sarah trusted that promise 
and acted upon it. Isaac and all the children of Israel were the 
result.  
 The gospel today reminds us that "it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom" (Luke 12:32). The promise is 
the inheritance of the kingdom. We, God's people, are invited to 
trust that promise. Trusting, we are invited to participate in the 
holy reign of God which God has initiated in the death of Jesus. 
We are invited in Holy Baptism to participate in a time and 
place where Jesus is acknowledged as Lord. We are invited to 
participate in an arena where the rule of God is celebrated; 
where the law of God is venerated; where the suffering of God 
in Christ Jesus is emulated. We are invited, in other words, to be 
the church. 
 "Be dressed for action," Jesus said. "Have your lamps lit." 
We have been invited by the Spirit of God to proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes in our regular sharing of Holy 
Communion. We have been invited to offer our selves, our time, 
and our possessions in the proclamation of God's word and the 
praise of God's name in weekly worship and faithful witness 
and service. While we wait for and trust in Jesus' promised 
return we have the opportunity to exercise a little faith-based 
initiative ourselves. 


