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October 30, 2022                                            Reformation Sunday 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism between 
the services. Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 
   8:00 am       Early Worship 
   9:15 am       Sunday School / 1st Year Catechism 
   9:15 am               Adult Bible Study 
 10:30 am       Late Worship 
  11:30 am       2nd Year Catechism every other Sunday 
 
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on 
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be 
recorded and published to the website.  
 
Adult Sunday School meets at 9:15 am in the Youth Room area in 
the basement of the Educational Building.  
 
Children ages 3 through 5th grade will meet at 9:15 am for Sunday 
School in the basement of the church (the JAM Room!).  
 
Catechism Classes: First year class will be held from 9:15 to 10:15 
am each Sunday. Second year class will meet every other Sunday 
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm.  
 
Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book 
in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the week to 
check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 

Prelude                                                                                 Dr. Pattin 
Ringing of the Bell            

  
Opening Song         “Lord, God, We Praise You”                   No. 558 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are 

made, who claims us and calls us beloved. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Holy One, 
C:  we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not 

faithful in using your gifts. We forget the least of our 
siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one 
another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved 
community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes 
to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your 
creation. Amen. 

 
P:  Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens 

the door to us. Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you 
are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the 
promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your 

Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy 
Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against 
all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 
 

 

Announcements 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The Babylonian exiles blamed their captivity on their ancestors who had broken the 
covenant established at Mount Sinai. But the prophet sees a future day when the 
people can no longer make this complaint, for there will be no need to teach the law. 
Knowledge of God and of His laws will be a gift from God, written on the heart. 
 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt–a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD. 
 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:      Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 46 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:4) 
 
God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
God will help it when the morning dawns. 

6 The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms totter; 
he utters his voice; the earth melts. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

8 Come, behold the works of the Lord; 
see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

10 “Be still, and know that I am God! 
I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted in the earth.” 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
Martin Luther and other leaders of the Reformation believed the heart of the gospel 
was found in these words of Paul written to the Romans. All people have sinned, but 
God offers forgiveness of sins through Christ Jesus. We are justified--put right with 
God--by the gift of God's grace, through faith in Jesus. 
 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by 
deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 
and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He 
did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time 
that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that 
of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified 
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 8. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
The Reformation emphasized that true freedom is not related to ethnic distinctions or 
social class. Only Jesus can free us from slavery to sin, which he does through the 
truth of the gospel. 
 
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free." 33They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and 
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be 
made free'?" 
 34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 
sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 36"So if the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed." 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl 
Sermon Hymn          “O Word of God Incarnate”                    No. 514 
 

 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  God in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
The Offering  
 
Offertory Music                                                                  Dr. Pattin 
 
Offering Prayer 
P:  God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered 

around your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number 
us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your 
abundance and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may 
feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 

C:  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

P:  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy 
and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and 
life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 
P:  We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the 
promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all 
the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in 
word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his 
life. 

 
P:  In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
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C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
P:  Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life 

our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his 
resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the 
great and promised feast. 

C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P:  Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s 

body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive 
our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C:  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P:  Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and 

every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our 
great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P:  In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the 
 banquet. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Communion (distribution will be continuous) 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  
 

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the 
gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to 
gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have not 
been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; please 
make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
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                (After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 
Communion Blessing 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

sustain you in God’s grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
P:  Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our 

wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for 
others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your 
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
P:  May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who 

claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn       “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                 No. 504 
 
Dismissal 
P:  Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                                                                               Dr. Pattin  
 

***** 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
ELDERS 
Dave Wilbarger, Mike Winslow 
 
READER 
Bob Haar 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Dave Wilbarger 

 

10  

October 30, 2022                                  REFORMATION SUNDAY 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

True Freedom 
 
In many parts of the world, people place a high value on 
individual freedom. Citizens of the United States depend on the 
Bill of Rights to protect freedom of speech and the press, 
freedom from unreasonable search and seizure, the right to a 
speedy trial and a trial by jury, and other cherished rights.  
 To the Jews who followed Jesus, "freedom" was related 
to slavery. The Israelites had been slaves in Egypt, and 
centuries later people from different parts of the kingdom had 
been hauled off to captivity in Assyria or Babylon. Still, the 
Jews perceived themselves as free because God had repeatedly 
restored Israel to the land that had been promised to Abraham 
and Sarah and their descendants. 
 The freedom Jesus promised has nothing to do with 
freedom of speech or freedom from captivity to political 
powers. The freedom Jesus promises is all about our 
relationship with God. "If you continue in my word," Jesus 
says, "you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free." This freedom is about truth. 
The truth is, we confess in the brief order for confession and 
forgiveness, "we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves." The truth is that from the moment sin entered the 
world, God set in place a plan to restore us to freedom from sin. 
The truth is that God's plan was fulfilled in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, who overcame the power of sin and 
death. 
 Jesus calls us to be faithful to God's word and promises 
that through that obedience, we will know the truth, the truth 
about God: God loves us and through Jesus has freed us from 
sin. That is true freedom.  

 
 

 


