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November 27, 2022                        FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

A New Year of Grace 
 

 Today the church, like a ship through time, embarks on its 
celebration of another year of grace. Today the church embarks 
on its celebration of Advent, its celebration of the God who 
came, comes, and will come again. Christ came into the world at 
Bethlehem. Christ daily breaks into our world in word and 
sacrament, in acts of love, and through his body of believers. 
And on this first Sunday in Advent the church looks for Christ 
who has promised to come again. 
 The departure this morning is an abrupt one: "Keep awake, 
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming . . . be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." For 
so many Christians these texts come laden with fear, fear of 
being left behind. Some Christians rave of rapture. Others 
presume to predict the end from signs and the passing of years 
by the million. 
 The good news is only God knows the future. God is 
beyond time. God owns the future. The good news is the judge 
has become our brother. We are baptized into Christ Jesus. We 
live in Christ. Our lives are in God's hands. The good news is 
God comes to us every day. This same God of grace owns our 
future. And so celebrate the promise of another year of grace, for 
on the day of the Lord's coming, that grace will reign still. 
 In the meantime, keep awake, be ready, and be about the 
kingdom work this day, this season, and throughout this year of 
grace. Be found at work in the vineyard on the day of the Lord's 
coming, which, in our Advent understanding, is each and every 
day. 
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November 27, 2022                                    First Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism between 
the services. Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 
   8:00 am       Early Worship 
   9:15 am       Sunday School / 1st Year Catechism 
   9:15 am               Adult Bible Study 
 10:30 am       Late Worship 
  11:30 am       2nd Year Catechism every other Sunday 
 
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on 
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be 
recorded and published to the website.  
 
Adult Sunday School meets at 9:15 am in the Youth Room area in 
the basement of the Educational Building.  
 
Children ages 3 through 5th grade will meet at 9:15 am for Sunday 
School in the basement of the church (the JAM Room!).  
 
Catechism Classes: First year class will be held from 9:15 to 10:15 
am each Sunday. Second year class will meet every other Sunday 
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm.  
 
Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book 
in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the week to 
check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 
 

***** 
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2022 POINSETTIA SALE 
    SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD 

 
Fill in the form below to place your order for 
poinsettias to be used during worship at Christmas 
time. You can place this form with payment in the 
offering plate or mail it in to the church office. Payment must 
accompany orders. Checks payable to:  First St. John 
 

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 11th. 
 

******************************************************* 
 

Number of plants @ $15.00 each _______ Enclosed: $ __________ 
 
Color (circle one) Red  White   
 
 

Name __________________________________________________ 
 
 

Phone _________________________________ 

 
 

In Loving Memory of (Deceased) ___________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

In Honor of (Living) ______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
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Blessing 
P:  May the God of faithfulness grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus; may the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn      “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                No. 272 
 
Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. Walk in the light of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                                                                               Dr. Pattin  
 

***** 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 

ELDERS 
Ben Hodges, Matt Miller 
 
READER 
Tom Hartford 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Andy Hodges 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 

Prelude                                                                                 Dr. Pattin 
Ringing of the Bell          (please stand)          

  
Opening Song   “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”            No. 246 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath—The First Candle 
 

P:  The green wreath is a sign of new life, even in the dark of winter. 
The circle shape of the wreath reminds us that God’s love is  

 never-ending.  
 

C:  He comes to be with us forever!  
 
P:  “I am the Alpha and the Omega . . . the beginning and the end.” 

God’s love never ends. It will always be there, like a circle 
surrounding us everywhere!  

 

C:  The shape of our Advent wreath helps us to know that God 
is eternal. His Word tells us so. 

 
P:  The first candle is called “The Prophet’s Candle.” Prophets like 

Isaiah shared God’s message. God told the people to get ready 
for the promised Savior. 

 

C:  A light to shine in the darkened world. “Prepare,” the 
prophets said, “the light of God is coming.”  

 
P:  The prophets foretold the Savior would come. God’s light would 

soon shine out to guide everyone. We light the first candle and 
pray this prayer:  

 

C: “Dear Jesus, you’re coming. Please help us prepare.”  
 

(Light the first candle) 
 

Hymn of Advent    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        No. 254  
 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.  
  
Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; 
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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Greeting 
P:  The grace given to us in Christ Jesus, the help of the Holy Spirit 

living in us, and the power of God who calls us with a holy 
purpose be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your 

merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our 
sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C: Amen. 
(Please be seated) 

 
 

 

Announcements 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
This visionary message focuses on a future day when God establishes universal reign. 
At that time, the Lord will be recognized as God of all the earth. The prophet calls 
God's people to trust in the certainty of that reign even now. 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2In days to come 
 the mountain of the LORD's house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
 3Many peoples shall come and say, 
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths." 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war any more. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:      Thanks be to God. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P:  Come to Zion with singing; strengthen your hearts, for the Lord 

is near. 
C:  We come with open hands and hearts. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
The Communion (distribution will be continuous) 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine.  
 
“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 
                (After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 
Communion Blessing 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

keep you in God’s grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
P:  Redeemer God, through these gifts you gladden our hearts and 

refresh our spirits. Grant us eagerness for your advent in our 
lives as we watch for the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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P: And so, with all the choirs of angels, and the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P:  Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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PSALM: Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD." (Ps. 122:1) 

 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

2 Our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem—built as a city 
that is bound firmly together. 

4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,  
as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 

5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up, 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
“May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls 
and security within your towers.” 

8 For the sake of my relatives and friends 
I will say, “Peace be within you.” 

9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
I will seek your good. 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of the dawn. We should anticipate 
his arrival and prepare for it as we would prepare to greet the new day. 
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew Chapter 24. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden unexpected event that will bring 
salvation or judgment upon people caught up in the usual affairs of daily life. 
Therefore, he urges people to be alert and expectant. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, "About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 3 

8For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl 
Sermon Hymn   “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”           No. 251 
 

 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

The Offering  
 
Offertory Music                                                                  Dr. Pattin 
 
Offering Prayer 
P:  God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 

open your hand in blessing. From all that you have given us, 
receive these gifts, signs of our thanksgiving and praise. 

  

C:  Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to 
the help of all in need. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our 
life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our 
darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.  


