
ANNOUNCEMENTS – December 11th

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are presented to the glory of God in honor of Courtney Miller on her 17th 
birthday on December 14th. Happy Birthday! From her family. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
12-4-22:  8:00 am: 34     10:30 am: 68     Online: 36     Total: 138

JAM Sunday School: 7       Adult Bible Study: 10

OUR KNOWN HOSPITALIZED 
Ruth Zasada – Orchard Villa
Nancy Gallaher – Kingston Care Center (Perrysburg) 

PRAYER CHAIN CHANGES: Add: Riley Weber, Sherry Reamsnyder, Laura Scherer, Dianne 
Schumaker, Family of Pat Christy, Nancy Gallaher, Katrin Howard, Janet Mooney, Family of Shirley 
Murray, Brett Winslow, Eileen Young, Ruth Zasada

Ongoing Concerns: Glenn Baden, Bennett, Elizabeth Bland, Karen Bless, Pastor Joe Brosious, Tracy 
Broyles, Bruce, Amy Brumley, Debbie Campbell, Lori Capitola, Eleanor Cochenour, Greg Contat, 
Richard & Marjorie Counterman, Nancy Dangler, Olivia & Delaney Dawkins, Ken DeWitt, Emmalyn, 
Janet Fern, Terry Filer, Mike Folk, Chelsea Folk-Penquite, Sally Fouty, Anne Okonski Frank, Julie 
Frederick, Joe Frobase, Paulette Giaimo, Kathleen Gingrich, Sarah Gladieux, Grace Harris Greenbank, 
Gene Hagedorn, Lindsay Hemmerlin, Holly Henneman, Gary Henningsen, Sara Houghtaling, Dawn 
Irelan, Kathy Johnson, Kathy (no last name), Grant Kessler, Cindy Knavel, Tom Kohn, Eleanor Lang, 
Joyce Martin, Tina Mc Quillan, Bonnie Meier, Jeff Might, Deborah Miller, Donna Miller, Karen Morrison, 
Logan Murphy, Norma Newell, Nick, Pam Pirolli, Craig Pym, Janet Quiroga, John Ranchan, Sara 
Richardson, Logan Roberts, Jean Ross, John Rowley, Shelley Sherman, Connie Singlar, Faye Spencer, 
James Spenthoff, Julie Swanson, Tom Tedrow, Joan Tilton, Joyce Trowbridge, Terry Vogalsang, Larry 
Vriezelaar, Deb Dusseau Warnke, Katelyn Weirich, John Yard, Raetta Zeisler, Rob Zunk   

CALENDAR FOR DEC. 11 – DEC. 17
Today 8:00 am - Worship

9:15 am - JAM Sunday School
9:15 am - Adult Sunday School
9:15 am - 1st Year Catechism Class

10:30 am - Worship 
2:00 pm - Chapel Communion

Wednesday 6:30 pm - Hannah Circle at Debbie Smith’s home
Thursday 11:00 am - Bible Study 

6:00 pm - Choir
7:00 pm - Day School Christmas program in fellowship hall

Saturday 2:00 pm - Piano Recital in lounge

WELCOME to First St. John Lutheran Church! We’re so happy you’re here. If you are visiting with us, 
please sign the guest book, located in the lounge. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please silence your cell phone before the church service begins. 

THANK YOU to the Bell Choir for providing our special music today. We’ve missed you!

POINSETTIAS ORDERS DUE TODAY: Today is the last day to order poinsettias to decorate the altar 
area on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. There is an order form in the bulletin. You can choose red 
and/or white poinsettias at $15 each.   

PORTALS OF PRAYER for January through March of 2023 are available for pick up today in the 
lounge.



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY Our annual meeting will take place today after both services; 
please remain after the service for this brief meeting. We will vote on candidates for church council and 
for approval of the 2023 budget. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY GROUP: Join us today at 9:15 am in the old youth room in the basement of the 
Educational Building for a discussion of today’s Gospel reading, along with coffee and a light breakfast.

CHAPEL COMMUNION is today in the Chapel at 2:00 pm. 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTERS are available for pick up in the lounge and the JAM room if you have 
chosen to receive yours in this manner. They were distributed via email and “snail mail” on Tuesday of 
last week. 

HANNAH CIRCLE will have their Christmas celebration on Wednesday, December 14th at 6:30 pm at 
Debbie Smith’s home. 

ADOPT-A-FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS – DEADLINE NEXT SUNDAY: What a generous group! All the 
ornaments (gift ideas) have been taken for the family we are helping. If you didn’t get a chance to take 
an ornament and you’d still like to help, we are accepting gift cards for restaurants, grocery stores, or 
department stores (any dollar amount). The deadline for gifts (no need to wrap it) is Sunday, December 
18th. There’s a collection box on a table in the lounge, or you can bring it to the church office during the 
week. Thank you!

HOLIDAY SERVICE TIMES: We will have Christmas Eve services at 7:00 and 11:00 pm. There will be 
one service on Christmas Day at 9:30 am, and also only one service on New Year’s Day at 9:30 am. We 
will resume our regular worship schedule on January 8th. 

ATTENTION CHOIR MEMBERS: We will continue practicing anthems for December 18th and our 
Christmas Eve services this Thursday at 6:00 pm in the JAM Sunday School room in the church 
basement. 
 
2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the hallway outside the lounge. They are in 
alphabetical order from left to right, top to bottom. If you do not have envelopes and would like some 
assigned to you, please call Toni in the church office at 419-691-7222.

BIRTHDAY FOR JESUS PROJECT: Honor the Savior by sharing his story! Join the Gideons 
International in donating Bibles to people around the world. Twenty-five dollars will provide 5 Bibles, $50 
for 10 Bibles, etc. Envelopes for donating by cash or check for this project can be found in the lounge by 
the designated Christmas tree, and you can put your donation in the offering plate. If you’d like to donate 
online, please go to www.BirthdayForJesus.org  The more Bibles donated, the more ornaments will 
appear on the Gideons’ Christmas tree in the lounge. Let’s fill it up! If you have questions, you can call 
the Gideons’ International toll free at 1-866-382-4253 or see Mark Ackerman. Thank you!

JAM NEWS: We are continuing to practice for our Christmas play, which will be on Sunday, January 8th. 
We will practice for the next couple Sundays in order to prepare. All children are welcome to join us in 
the JAM room (church basement) at 9:15 am each Sunday. Bring your friends!

QUILTING NEWS: Attention quilters! It won’t be too many weeks now before it will be time for quilting 
again. We plan to begin on Monday, January 9th at 9:30 am in the lounge. We usually are there til about 
1:00 pm. Please bring a sack lunch. We quilt each Monday morning through the end of March, which will 
be March 27th. We follow Oregon Schools for any cancellations. Everyone is welcome; no experience 
necessary! If you have questions, please call Jane Neal at 419-276-5057 or Ginny Nissen at 419-698-
2822. See you soon!

PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY FOCUS FOR DECEMBER is band aids and razor blades. Please 
deposit your items in the green bin in the lounge. Thanks!  



INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS: All newly elected and incumbent members of Church Council, Day 
School Board, WELCA, and Altar Guild should plan to attend church on Sunday, January 8th. Officers will 
be installed during both church services as they begin their 2023 duties. 

FAMILY BLESSING SUNDAY: During worship on Sunday, January 15th you can come forward as a 
family (and yes, one person is a family in God’s eyes) and receive a blessing. You can come with 
different people in your family (you and your spouse, you and your extended family, etc.) or even those 
you consider as family—as many times as you want. What a great way to begin 2023!

CHOIR DIRECTOR NEEDED: We still are in need of a choir director to fill the position left when Annette 
Slater retired this past summer. Please put the word out to anyone you know who may be interested or 
who may know someone else who might be. This is a paid, part-time position. Responsibilities include 
directing the choir, assisting with music for worship and special services, along with over-sight and 
coordination of the church’s music program. For more information and a complete list of the 
responsibilities, please call Pastor Rayl at 567-395-0143. Questions or resumes should be directed to 
his attention at, pastor1@firststjohn.com, or mailed to the church office. Thanks for your help! 

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED If you would like to place flowers on the altar to honor or remember a 
loved one, you can use the red sign up book temporarily located in the lounge. Find the Sunday you’d 
like and jot down the information needed. Flower vases are $15 each; use an envelope out of the book 
for payment. Either place it in the small box next to the book, drop it in the offering plate, or mail it to the 
church office. We need at least 2 vases each week. 2023 FLOWER SIGN UP SHEETS for January 
through November are now in the book, located on a stand in the lounge by the long tables along the 
wall.

ADOPT A RESIDENT FOR CHRISTMAS AT MAJESTIC CARE: The Majestic Care Toledo Campus 
has asked for our help to “adopt” residents for Christmas by bringing gift bags for men or women. 
Suggested items include: hard candy, sugar-free candy, candy bars (no nuts), puzzle books, coloring 
books, colored pencils, body wash, cologne, hand and/or body lotion, seasonal window clings, shaving 
cream, non-slip socks, combs/brushes, stationery, stamps, pens, lip balm, fleece throws, stuffed 
animals, 2022 calendars, wafer cookies (regular and sugar free), jigsaw puzzles (300 pieces), shampoo, 
and headbands/barrettes. NOTE: Food donations must be only those items in the list above. Please 
bring your gift bag(s) to the facility by Friday, December 16th at the main lobby reception desk. Place a 
tag on your gift to indicate whether it’s for a man or a woman. Questions? Call Diane Cline at 419-724-
1739. 


