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December 11, 2022                       THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Breaking In 
 

 In our Advent waiting, these middle weeks are for 
contemplating and recognizing the Christ who comes today, 
who breaks into lives: who cuts through our comfort, our self-
righteousness, our fears, pain, and everything we hide behind. 
Christ breaks into lives today and transforms them. 
 Do we really expect the Lord to break into our lives with 
transforming power? How badly do we really want Jesus 
present in our lives today? When we're comfortable, the 
prophet's words come as a challenge to the status quo. To say 
that we want a savior means that we must admit the sin in our 
lives and our need for forgiveness and repentance. For the 
comfortable, the good news is that God is coming to deliver us 
not because of our actions, but in spite of them! 
 On the other hand, when we're captive, the prophet's 
words announcing God's nearness cut into prisons with 
liberating power. John's words are a rallying cry, a reason to 
hope! We know the pain the world can inflict: injustice, war, 
disease, captivity, racism, classism, sexism, or prejudice. In the 
midst of these things, John's words are good news. Take 
comfort. The Lord is coming! That's why the crowds went out 
into the wilderness to see John. 
 These weeks are for seeing the Messiah that John saw. 
John both warns and sings out to us: The Lord is here! The 
comfortable and the captive will see him. John is identified as 
the last and greatest messenger to prepare the way of the Lord. 
In our day, in our world, in our nation, and in our families, we 
are God's messengers with the same task. It is not the 
preparation the world peddles--to be ready for the fluff of the 
holiday--but to be prepared by God to be part of the kingdom 
of God, prepared by God to be partners in the new thing God is 
doing. 
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December 11, 2022                                   Third Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism between 
the services. Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 
   8:00 am       Early Worship 
   9:15 am       Sunday School / 1st Year Catechism 
   9:15 am               Adult Bible Study 
 10:30 am       Late Worship 
  11:30 am       2nd Year Catechism every other Sunday 
 
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on 
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be 
recorded and published to the website.  
 
Adult Sunday School meets at 9:15 am in the Youth Room area in 
the basement of the Educational Building.  
 
Children ages 3 through 5th grade will meet at 9:15 am for Sunday 
School in the basement of the church (the JAM Room!).  
 
Catechism Classes: First year class will be held from 9:15 to 10:15 
am each Sunday. Second year class will meet every other Sunday 
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm.  
 
Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book 
in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the week to 
check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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2022 POINSETTIA SALE 
    SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD 

 
Fill in the form below to place your order for 
poinsettias to be used during worship at Christmas 
time. You can place this form with payment in the 
offering plate or mail it in to the church office. Payment must 
accompany orders. Checks payable to:  First St. John 
 

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 11th. 
 

******************************************************* 
 

Number of plants @ $15.00 each _______ Enclosed: $ __________ 
 
Color (circle one) Red  White   
 
 

Name __________________________________________________ 
 
 

Phone _________________________________ 

 
 

In Loving Memory of (Deceased) ___________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

In Honor of (Living) ______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
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Your 2023 offering envelopes are ready for pick up in 
the hallway outside the lounge. They are in alphabetical 
order reading from top to bottom, left to right. 
Envelopes are prepared for confirmed and contributing 
members of First St. John and friends who worship with 
us (upon request).   

 

NOTE: If a husband and wife share offering envelopes, 
only the husband’s name will appear on the envelope 
box. The computer will allow only one name per 
number.  

 

If you cannot find your offering envelope box or if there 
is a correction or change in address or name, please call 
the church office at 419-691-7222. 

 

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO PICK UP YOUR 
OFFERING ENVELOPES AS SOON AS  POSSIBLE.  

 

EVEN IF YOU HAVE YOUR OFFERING DEDUCTED 
FROM YOUR BANK ACCOUNT, SPECIAL ENVELOPES 
ARE IN THE BOXES FOR HOLIDAY OFFERINGS AND 

OTHER SUPPORT TO GENACROSS LUTHERAN 
SERVICES AND BENEVOLENCES.  

 

Reminder:  Do not use your 2023 offering envelopes  
until January 1, 2023.  Thank You. 

 

*************************************************** 
REMINDER 

 

If you want a contribution included on your 2022 
financial statement, please turn it in  by Sunday, 
December 25, 2022. NOTE: If you plan on mailing 
your last offering, please mail early in the week to 
make sure it gets here by Friday, December 23rd. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 

Prelude                                                                                 Dr. Pattin 
Ringing of the Bell       (Please stand)        

  
Opening Song       “Prepare the Royal Highway”                    No. 264 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath—The Third Candle 
 

P:  The green wreath is a sign of new life, even in the dark of winter. 
The circle shape of the wreath reminds us that God’s love is 
never-ending.  

 

C:  He comes to be with us forever!  
 
P:  “I am the Alpha and the Omega . . . the beginning and the end.” 

God’s love never ends. It will always be there, like a circle 
surrounding us everywhere!  

 

C:  The shape of our Advent wreath helps us to know that God 
is eternal. His Word tells us so. 

 
P:  The third candle on the Advent wreath is called “The Shepherds’ 

Candle.”  
 

C:  Shepherds are good watchers. 
 
P:  Perhaps that is why God chose them to be the first to hear that 

Christ is born! 
 

C:  “There were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night.” 

 
P:  I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am: For my Shepherd 

gently guides me, knows my need, and well provides me, loves 
me every day the same, even calls me by my name. 

 

(The third candle is lit.) 
 

C:  The Shepherds’ candle shines a message of joy to all the 
world! 

 
Hymn of Advent       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”            No. 257  
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here  
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
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O come, O Wisdom from on high,  
embracing all things far and nigh; 
In strength and beauty come and stay;  
teach us your will and guide our way.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  

 

Greeting 
P:  The grace given to us in Christ Jesus, the help of the Holy Spirit 

living in us, and the power of God who calls us with a holy 
purpose be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, 

and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by 
grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Bell Choir                       “Away in a Manger”   
“Oh, Come All Ye Faithful” 

“Angel Carols” 
 

 

Announcements 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
Previously, Isaiah described God's judgment on Edom as if turning a garden into a 
wasteland. In contrast, Isaiah now uses the image of the wasteland becoming a garden 
to describe restoring the exiled people of Judah to their homeland. Not only will the 
wasteland be renewed, but so will God's people. 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
 and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 
 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
 "Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
 He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
P:  May the God of faithfulness grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus; may the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                 “Joy to the World”                            No. 267 
 
Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. Walk in the light of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

***** 
 

*** PLEASE REMAIN SEATED FOR THE  
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING *** 

 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 
ELDERS 
Bill Nelson, Mike Winslow 
 
READER 
Tom Hartford 
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 He will come and save you." 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8A highway shall be there, 
 and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
 but it shall be for God's people; 
 no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 
 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:      Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10  
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. (Ps. 146:8) 
 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 

6 who made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 

7 who executes justice for the oppressed; 
who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the Lord loves the righteous. 

9 The Lord watches over the strangers; 
he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

10 The Lord will reign forever, 
your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 
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SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
The faith of Christians who are waiting for their Lord should be marked by patience 
and trust in God's compassion and mercy. 
 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.  
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it 
until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Bell Choir              “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 
“Silent Night” 

 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew Chapter 11. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 
Early in his ministry, John the Baptist proclaimed the advent of God's reign and bore 
witness to Jesus as the promised one of God. But even John had his doubts later, when 
Jesus demonstrated that God's reign was present in merciful deeds among the poor, 
rather than a terrifying day of judgment. 
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another?" 4Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.  
6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
"What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  
0This is the one about whom it is written, 
 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
 who will prepare your way before you.' 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl 
Sermon Hymn        “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”              No.  241 
 

 

(Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Offering  
 
Offertory Music                                                                  Dr. Pattin 
 
Offering Prayer 
P:  God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 

open your hand in blessing. From all that you have given us, 
receive these gifts, signs of our thanksgiving and praise. 

  

C:  Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to 
the help of all in need. Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 


