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 First St. John Lutheran Church 
 

2471 Seaman Street - Toledo, Ohio 43605 
Phone: 419-691-7222  - www.firststjohn.com 

 

 Rev. Jerald K. Rayl, Pastor 
 
 

December 25, 2022                                                        Christmas Day 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Prelude                                       Dr. Anthony Pattin, Church Musician 
Ringing of the Bell (Please stand) 
 
Opening Hymn          “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                      No. 283 
 

   Lighting the Christmas Candle 
 

 Joy to the world, the Lord has come! 
 
P:  For God has done wonderful things! 
C:  God has not forgotten to love us all! 
 
P:  Even the ends of the earth have heard! 
C:  Make a joyful noise! 
 
P:  Break forth in song! 
C:  With strings and horns, 
 
P:  With the roaring sea and everything in it! 
C:  The floods clap their hands. 
 
P:  With all the land and everything in it! 
C:  Thank God! God is coming to set everything right. 
 
P:  Sing to God something brand new! 
C:  For God has done wonderful things! 
 
Hymn of Christmas    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”   
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born king; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all you nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born king!” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, off-spring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! The herald angels sing,“Glory to the new-born king!” 
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Invocation 
P:  Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the 

Power of the Most High, (+) one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P:  Gathered in the Name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against 

God and our neighbor.  
 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

P:  Gracious God, 
C:  in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in 

darkness. We confess our failure to welcome this light. 
Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the 
light of your grace, and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. 
Amen.  

 
P:  Sisters and brothers, I bring you good news of great joy for all the 

people: “To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord.” Your sins are 
forgiven in (+) Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on 

our human nature and to illumine the world with your light. By 
your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be seated) 

 

Announcements 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:6-12 
When Israel returned from exile and Jerusalem still lay in ruins, the prophet invited 
God's people to imagine the city's restoration. 
 
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 
 I have posted sentinels; 
all day and all night 
 they shall never be silent. 
You who remind the LORD, 
 take no rest, 
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and give him no rest 
 until he establishes Jerusalem 
 and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 
8The LORD has sworn by his right hand 
 and by his mighty arm: 
I will not again give your grain 
 to be food for your enemies, 
and foreigners shall not drink the wine 
 for which you have labored; 
9but those who garner it shall eat it 
 and praise the LORD, 
and those who gather it shall drink it 
 in my holy courts. 
10Go through, go through the gates, 
 prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway, 
 clear it of stones, 
 lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
11The LORD has proclaimed 
 to the end of the earth: 
Say to daughter Zion, 
 "See, your salvation comes; 
his reward is with him, 
 and his recompense before him." 
12They shall be called, "The Holy People, 
 The Redeemed of the LORD"; 
and you shall be called, "Sought Out, 
 A City Not Forsaken." 
 
Reader: Word of God, Word of Life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 97 
Light dawns for the righteous and joy for the upright in heart. (Ps. 97:11) 
 
The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; 
let the many coastlands be glad! 
 2Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; 
 righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 
3Fire goes before him 
and consumes his adversaries on every side. 
 4His lightnings light up the world; 
 the earth sees and trembles. 
5The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, 
before the Lord of all the earth. 
 6The heavens proclaim his righteousness, 
 and all the peoples behold his glory. 
7All servants of images are put to shame, 
those who make their boast in worthless idols; 
all gods bow down before him. 
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 8Zion hears and is glad, 
 and the towns of Judah rejoice 
 because of your judgments, O God. 
9For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; 
you are exalted far above all gods. 
 10You who love the Lord, hate evil; 
 he guards the lives of his faithful; 
 he rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
11Light dawns for the righteous 
and joy for the upright in heart. 
 12Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, 
 and give thanks to his holy name! 
 
SECOND READING: Titus 3:4-7 
Salvation is a free and gracious gift from God. In baptism, God's people have a new birth 
with Christ. 
 
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved 
us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to 
his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  
6This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, 
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life. 
 
Reader: Word of God, Word of Life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 

 (Please stand) 
 
Alleluia Verse (sung in unison) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation (spoken) 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 2. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.    
 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 
The world's deep night is shattered by the light of God's new day. Shepherds not only 
come to the manger to see what has happened; they also return to share the good news 
with others. 
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In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered.  
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel 
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.17When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
Gospel Response (Spoken)  
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Christmas Message                                                            Pastor Rayl       
Message Hymn         “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                  No. 279 
 
                                                   (Please stand) 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
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true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
for us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

 (Please be seated) 
 
The Offering                                                            Dr. Anthony Pattin 

 
(Please stand) 

 
Offering Response – (Sung by the congregation) 
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Offering Prayer 
P:  God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love 
 endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit 
 from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for 
 the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times    

and in all places give thanks and praise . . . we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed 
are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness 
and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed 
are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for 
your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
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P:  In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
P:  Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it  
 for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
 for the remembrance of me. 
 
P:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
P:  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling 
 among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in 
 his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Lord remember us as we pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P: Joy to the world! The Lord is come.  
 Let every heart receive your Savior! 
C: We come to receive and to share.  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Communion (distribution will be by continuous serving) 
 
If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine.  
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“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the 
gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather 
at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have not been 
baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing.” 
(When coming to receive Communion, please fill out a Communion 
registration card located in the pew rack and give it to the usher.) 
 

(After all have returned to their seats, please stand.) 
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Post Communion Response (sung in unison) 

 

Prayer After Communion 
P: On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us. As 

you sent the one foretold, send us now with good news for all 
people. Let the gladness of this feast have no end, as we share 
with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Blessing 
P:  May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and 

truth, give you peace this Christmas and always. Almighty God. 
Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                           Dr. Anthony Pattin, Church Musician 
 
 

***** 
 
RECORDING THE SERVICE: The worship service will be recorded 
and will be available on the church website at www.firststjohn.com  
 
ELDERS 
Jeff Ladd, Dave Wilbarger 
 
READER 
Toni Wilbarger 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Mark Ackerman 
 
2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available in the lounge. 
 
POINSETTIA PICK UP: The poinsettias can be picked up after 
church today or you can stop by the church during the week—
Tuesday, December 27th through December 30th.   
 
NEW YEAR’S DAY WORSHIP NOTICE: On January 1st we will 
have only one service at 9:30 am. We will resume our two-service 
schedule (8:00 & 10:30 am) on January 8th.  
 
 
 

***** 
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December 25, 2022                                           CHRISTMAS DAY 
 
 

 
Wrappings 

 
 Along with the brightly wrapped gifts under our Christmas 
trees, there might be a nativity scene: Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, 
shepherds, angels. These nativity scenes, often idealized, hold a 
certain wonder and mystery. The story of Jesus' birth in 
Bethlehem as recorded in scripture comes in somewhat stranger 
wrappings. The trip to Bethlehem, required by a powerful Roman 
emperor taxing the poor, essentially turned Mary and Joseph into 
transients, homeless strangers seeking shelter. The birth took 
place in a crude setting, and Mary wrapped her child in swaddling 
clothes, the traditional Palestinian way of securing a newborn. 
The wrapping for the story--an animal's feedbox for a bed and 
shepherds from the fields--makes clear that this child comes from 
among the lowly people of the earth. 
 There are many in our world who have no brightly 
wrapped presents this Christmas: the nursing home resident alone 
and forgotten; the homeless person concerned only for the next 
meal; the addict lost in a world of pain and denial; the teenager 
rejected by his parents and on the street. How will God come for 
those without anything? 
 Amid our poverty, emptiness, and imperfect lives, God 
comes to open our eyes to what we have--turning our hearts not 
just to the wrappings, but to things that truly matter, and to the 
needs of others. The birth of the Christ child is for all people, but 
especially for the lowly and marginalized people of the world. 
 Sometimes the gift is crudely wrapped, and sometimes it is 
not what we expect. Yet the awesome gift of Christmas is that 
God loves this world--with all its beauty, its terror, its risk, its 
hope. Christ is born. God is among us. And the world is wrapped 
in hope. 

 


