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December 4, 2022                                 Second Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism between 
the services. Our regular Sunday schedule is: 

  8:00 am       Early Worship 
  9:15 am       Sunday School / 1st Year Catechism 
  9:15 am               Adult Bible Study 
10:30 am       Late Worship 
11:30 am       2nd Year Catechism every other Sunday 

Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on 
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be 
recorded and published to the website. 

Adult Sunday School meets at 9:15 am in the Youth Room area in 
the basement of the Educational Building. 

Children ages 3 through 5th grade will meet at 9:15 am for Sunday 
School in the basement of the church (the JAM Room!). 

Catechism Classes: First year class will be held from 9:15 to 10:15 
am each Sunday. Second year class will meet every other Sunday 
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm. 

Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book 
in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the week to 
check on availability. 

Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office. 
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Hymn of Praise (sung in unison) 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 

Prelude                                                                                 Dr. Pattin

Ringing of the Bell      (Please stand)        

Opening Song            “Hark, the Glad Sound”                       No.  239

Lighting the Advent Wreath—The Second Candle 

P: The green wreath is a sign of new life, even in the dark of winter.
The circle shape of the wreath reminds us that God’s love is 
never-ending. 

C: He comes to be with us forever! 

P: “I am the Alpha and the Omega . . . the beginning and the end.” 
God’s love never ends. It will always be there, like a circle 
surrounding us everywhere! 

C: The shape of our Advent wreath helps us to know that God 
is eternal. His Word tells us so. 

P: The second candle on the Advent wreath is called “The 
Bethlehem Candle.” 

C: The Bethlehem candle shines a message of love. 

P: This week we thank God for the gift of love he shared with the 
world. Jesus, the ruler of heaven and earth, was born into a 
humble and loving family to show us God’s amazing love. 

C: The Bethlehem candle shines a message of love. 

P: “O Bethlehem . . ., from you shall come forth for me one who is 
to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from 
ancient days. Micah 5:2. 

C: The Bethlehem candle shines a message of love. 

(Light the second candle) 

Hymn of Advent    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        No. 254

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; 
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Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Greeting 
P: The grace given to us in Christ Jesus, the help of the Holy Spirit 

living in us, and the power of God who calls us with a holy 
purpose be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 

your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of 
repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be seated) 

Announcements 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
In the previous chapter Isaiah portrays God's judgment as the felling of a great forest. 
Here Isaiah describes the ideal ruler who will come in the future as a green shoot 
springing from the dead stump (David's royal line) of Jesse (David's father). The reign 
of this monarch will be experienced as paradise regained. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
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their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 

10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, 
and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C:      Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
In his days may righteousness flourish. (Ps. 72:7) 

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son. 

2May he judge your people with righteousness
and your poor with justice. 

3May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness. 

4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 

5May he live while the sun endures
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 

6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth. 

7In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

18Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 

19Blessed be his glorious name forever; 
may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen. 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
Paul encourages Christians to live in harmony with one another. In particular, the 
Hebrew scriptures promise Gentiles will be welcome among God’s people. 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
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glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy. As it is written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
and sing praises to your name"; 

10and again he says, 
"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 

11and again, 
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him"; 

12and again Isaiah says, 
"The root of Jesse shall come, 
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

(Please stand) 

Gospel Acclamation 
Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew Chapter 3. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus began his public ministry John the Baptist appeared, calling people 
to live in accordance with their words and speaking of the powerful one to come. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3This is the
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.' " 
4Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the
region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 

7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to 
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yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 

11"I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated) 

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl
Sermon Hymn   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”           No. 249 

(Please stand) 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Offering 
Offertory Music                                                                  Dr. Pattin 

Offering Prayer 
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P: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 
open your hand in blessing. From all that you have given us, 
receive these gifts, signs of our thanksgiving and praise. 

  

C: Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to 
the help of all in need. Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P: Hear us, O Lord. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
P: May the God of faithfulness grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus; may the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn     “Angels from the Realms of Glory”             No. 275 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Walk in the light of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                                                                               Dr. Pattin

***** 
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

ELDERS 
Jeff Ladd, Dave Wilbarger 

READER 
Bob Haar 
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Your 2023 offering envelopes are ready for pick up in 
the hallway outside the lounge. They are in alphabetical 
order reading from top to bottom, left to right. 
Envelopes are prepared for confirmed and contributing 
members of First St. John and friends who worship with 
us (upon request).   

NOTE: If a husband and wife share offering envelopes, 
only the husband’s name will appear on the envelope 
box. The computer will allow only one name per 
number. 

If you cannot find your offering envelope box or if there 
is a correction or change in address or name, please call 
the church office at 419-691-7222. 

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO PICK UP YOUR 
OFFERING ENVELOPES AS SOON AS  POSSIBLE. 

EVEN IF YOU HAVE YOUR OFFERING DEDUCTED 
FROM YOUR BANK ACCOUNT, SPECIAL ENVELOPES 
ARE IN THE BOXES FOR HOLIDAY OFFERINGS AND 

OTHER SUPPORT TO GENACROSS LUTHERAN 
SERVICES AND BENEVOLENCES. 

Reminder:  Do not use your 2023 offering envelopes 
until January 1, 2023.  Thank You. 

*************************************************** 
REMINDER 

If you want a contribution included on your 2022 
financial statement, please turn it in  by Sunday, 
December 25, 2022. NOTE: If you plan on mailing 
your last offering, please mail early in the week to 
make sure it gets here by Friday, December 23rd. 
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2022 POINSETTIA SALE 
   SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD 

Fill in the form below to place your order for poinsettias to be used 
during worship at Christmas time. You can place this form with 
payment in the offering plate or mail it in to the church office. 
Payment must accompany orders. Checks payable to:  First St. John 

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 11th. 

******************************************************* 

Number of plants @ $15.00 each _______ Enclosed: $ __________ 

Color (circle one) Red White  

Name __________________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________ 

In Loving Memory of (Deceased) ___________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of (Living) ______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 
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December 4, 2022                      SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Turn Around 

Repent! The kingdom of heaven has come near! The 
baptizer's words continue to echo through the world today. The 
kingdom of heaven has come near to us! The waiting, the 
longing, the expectation, the crying out, the injustice--all of these 
must soon be coming to an end. God's preparation is almost 
complete. And so as the candle flames grow in number, we await 
the advent of our God with greater urgency. 

Thomas Merton once said that Advent is the beginning 
of the end of all that is in us that is not yet Christ. During Advent 
each year we are reminded of the coming destruction of all that is 
imperfect. This is meant not to scare us but to remind us of all 
that God has done for us. God will not allow evil and brokenness 
to endure or to reign. The judgment of the cross and resurrection 
is that evil and brokenness, hatred and pain, will be destroyed. 
The good news of the cross and resurrection is that through the 
grace of Jesus we inherit the kingdom. 

There is a new heaven and a new earth in which we are 
invited to share, and now we are even invited to be partners in its 
coming! Our baptism is the initiation of a marvelous partnership 
in the new thing God is doing. And so we hear the call to 
repentance with joy. By God's own determination, we will be 
turned 180 degrees. God will transform us from a brood of vipers 
into a community of saints and servants. Let us respond in 
thanksgiving; with faithful lives; in ministry to others; and 
through works of justice, compassion, and service. The kingdom 
of God has come near to us! Turn around! 
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