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June 11, 2023                               Second Sunday After Pentecost 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer on service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
   9:00 am       Worship 
  
L   R  W : We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
S ! Y ’   : Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
I  R : Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
S  S   C  are dismissed for the summer.  
 
N  is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
R  are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
F : If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
M : If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
ELDERS 
Tom Hartford, Dave Wilbarger  
 
READER 
Toni Wilbarger 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Andy Hodges 



 

3 

ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude   Dr. Anthony Pattin 

Ringing of the Bell (Please Stand) 

Opening Hymn  “As We Gather at Your Table” No.522 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

Sharing of the Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord. 
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Passing of the Peace 
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.”   
 
 We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 
 “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”      No. 857 

 
“Lord I lift your name on high; 

Lord I love to sing your praises, 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, 

I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift your name on high.” 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By 

the power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and 
raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Announcements 
 

Introduction 

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized 
for eating with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. 
Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the 
heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made known in those 
on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the 
hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the 
healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy 
for the world. 
 
FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15-6:6 
Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to 
withdraw from the scene until Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. 
The response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as fog 
or dew burned away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or 
meaningless deeds. 
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15I will return again to my place 
  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 
  In their distress they will beg my favor: 
 
 6:1“Come, let us return to the L ; 
  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 
  he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 
 2After two days he will revive us; 
  on the third day he will raise us up, 
  that we may live before him. 
 3Let us know, let us press on to know the L ; 
  his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 
 he will come to us like the showers, 
  like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
 
 4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
  What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
 Your love is like a morning cloud, 
  like the dew that goes away early. 
 5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, 
  I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 
  and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
 6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15 
Call upon me in the day of trouble, says your God. (Ps. 50:15) 
 

7“Listen, my people, and I will speak:  
   Israel, I will bear witness against you; for I am God, your God. 

 8I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; 
  your burnt offerings are always before me. 
 9I will not accept a calf from your stalls, 
  nor goats from your pens; 
 10for all the wild animals of the forest are mine, 
  the cattle on a thousand hills.  
 11I know every bird of the mountains, 
  and the creatures of the fields are mine. 
 12If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
 13Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, 
  or drink the blood of goats? 
 14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
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  and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 15Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.    
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and 
for us, a right relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be 
fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise 
does not exist. 
 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, 
neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written 
not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Announcement 

P:   The Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 9. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26  
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and 
curing the incurable. Even the dead receive new life  
 
9As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed 
him. 
 10And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn 
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not 
the righteous but sinners.” 
 
 18While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the 
synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just 
died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19And Jesus 
got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20Then suddenly a woman who 
had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him 
and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21for she said to herself, “If I only 
touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22Jesus turned, and seeing her he 
said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly 
the woman was made well. 23When Jesus came to the leader’s house and 
saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24he said, “Go 
away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25But 
when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, 
and the girl got up. 26And the report of this spread throughout that district. 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  Pastor Rayl  

Sermon Hymn  “O Christ, The Healer, We Have Come” No. 610 
 

(Please stand) 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer   (Each petition concludes with this response) 

P:  Hear us O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

(Please be seated) 

The Offering  

Offertory Music  Dr. Anthony Pattin 

Offering Prayer 

P: Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give 
thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in 
service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 
us to eternal life.  

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the 
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you 
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
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 P: To you, O God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory in your holy church, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion  

P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.  

C: We come at our Lord’s command.  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to 
us the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are 
welcome to gather at the Lord’s table.  

Infant children and others who have not been baptized are 
welcome to come to receive a blessing; please make an X with 
your arms across your chest if you are not receiving the bread 
and wine.”  

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  

 

(After all have received communion, please stand.)  
 

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  

C: Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion 

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have 
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our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have 
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and 
serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by 
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”               No.547 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  Dr. Anthony Pattin  
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +   
 

The gospel presents four images for our consideration: 
Jesus calling Matthew to abandon his tax booth; Jesus 
eating with disreputable people; Jesus healing a bleeding 
woman; and Jesus raising a girl from the dead. 
Anthropologists report that many societies, in both past and 

present, maintain strict rules about what to do with bodily wastes and 
discharges. In response to what they understood as the laws given by 
God, Jews isolated persons who were bleeding. Perhaps many 
menstruating women were contented to be released from social tasks 
during their menstrual cycle, but Matthew says that this isolation lasted for 
twelve years-twelve being the number meant to suggest completion or 
perfection. The narrative of Jesus healing the bleeding woman touches on 
several issues: a woman refusing to obey the rules; the power of Jesus to 
turn dying into living; the Christian call to reexamine religious tradition. 
Today’s gospel gives a further example: Jesus joins the unclean by 
touching a dead body, something the law of God forbade. 
     Today the readings point to the mystery of holiness as a mystery of life-
giving and love-sharing power. Such power begins and ends with life and 
love shared. This mystery is one the disciples of Christ are invited into, for 
he gives over his power to heal, to enlighten, and to love. That ideal of 
Christ’s power, the power to care, to share, and to heal, has not been the 
power that humans have used through history. Power over others rather 
than power for others has been more typical, from personal relationships 
to those of more global proportions. Today we are called to receive again 
the power that is given to all disciples. This day we are called to be co-
creators with Christ of a world where Christ’s power continues to heal, to 
affirm, to encourage, to empower others. In giving his gift of reconciliation, 
we receive more of that gift, for Christ’s table assures those who believe 
that they shall share his power to proclaim and manifest God’s kingdom.  
[Shawn Madigan, CSJ, in Homilies for the Christian People, 112-113.] 
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June 11, 2023             SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

 
Let Your Light Shine 

 
God has a purpose and a plan for every single person He 

has ever created. He wants to use all of us to reach out and touch 
the people’s lives that we come in contact with every day so we 
can help point them back to God. There are millions of people in 
this world who are hurting and are searching for answers in all the 
wrong places just waiting for the hope that only He brings.  

As children, many of us learned the song “This Little Light 
of Mine”, and the importance of letting God’s light in us shine.  
However, often times we find ourselves hiding it under a bushel 
as the song says for many reasons. That is because sometimes 
letting our light shine requires us to step out of our comfort zone. 
There is no crash course for becoming light, no manual to read.  It 
is by the grace of God a follower of Jesus shines. 

Too often we are waiting for some ‘huge’ calling or 
assignment from God that we miss out on all of the ‘little’ things 
that He has planned for us. There may be someone that we see 
every day who just needs to know someone notices them and loves 
them. Sometimes it is stepping out of our comfort zone and 
starting a conversation with a stranger, or recognizing a need and 
fulfilling it. 

Jesus said the workers are few because most of us are not 
willing to do what it is God is asking us to do when He asks us to 
do it. Some of us feel that we are not qualified for whatever God is 
asking us to do, or some may think the task is too small to be of 
any significance. However, by giving God control and being 
faithful to His calling, He will do big things for His kingdom 
through us. Jesus offers encouragement to his disciples: “In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
(Matthew 5:16 NRSV). 
 We are God’s workers and it is time that we get started on 
the Kingdom work He calls us to daily. Why not choose today to 
start saying, “Here I am Lord, send me!” and allow Him to use 
your ‘light’ however He sees fit. Sometimes stepping out of our 
comfort zone brings us one step closer to the purpose our Creator 
has for us. 


