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June 18, 2023                                   Third Sunday After Pentecost 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer on service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
   9:00 am       Worship 
  
L   R  W : We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
S ! Y ’   : Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
I  R : Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
S  S   C  are dismissed for the summer.  
 
N  is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
R  are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
F : If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
M : If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
ELDERS 
Bill Nelson, Mike Winslow 
 
READER 
Carol Haar 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Amy Nelson 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude   Dr. Anthony Pattin 

Ringing of the Bell (Please Stand) 

Opening Hymn  “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” No.883 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

Sharing of the Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord. 
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Passing of the Peace 
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.”   
 
 We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 
 “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”      No. 857 

 
“Lord I lift your name on high; 

Lord I love to sing your praises, 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, 

I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift your name on high.” 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and 

brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, 
overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your 
realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Announcements 
 

Introduction 

Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a 
holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In 
baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with 
our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good 
news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry.  
 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a 
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and 
commissioned them to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people 
commit themselves completely to God’s will. 
 

2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of 
Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the 
mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the 
mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
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Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey 
my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out 
of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me 
a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall 
speak to the Israelites.” 

 7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before 
them   all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8aThe people 
all  answered as one: “Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 100 
We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. (Ps. 100:3) 
 

1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 
  2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a 
 song. 
 3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we 
 belong; we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.  
 4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts 

with praise; give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
 5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
   whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we 
were brought into a right relationship with God through Christ’s death. 
 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 
3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God 
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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(Please stand) 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Announcement 

P:   The Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 9. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35-10:4  
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, 
he instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through 
their words and deeds. 
 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease 
and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.” 
 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every 
sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also 
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his 
brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, 
and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  Pastor Rayl 

  

Sermon Hymn   “We All Are One in Mission”      No. 576 
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(Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer   (Each petition concludes with this response) 

P:  Hear us O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

(Please be seated) 

The Offering  

Offertory Music  Dr. Anthony Pattin 

Offering Prayer 

P: Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give 
thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in 
service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
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C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 
us to eternal life.  

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the 
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you 
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  
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P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P: To you, O God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory in your holy church, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion  

P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.  

C: We come at our Lord’s command.  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are 
welcome to gather at the Lord’s table.  

Infant children and others who have not been baptized are welcome 
to come to receive a blessing; please make an X with your arms 
across your chest if you are not receiving the bread and wine.”  

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  

 

(After all have received communion, please stand.)  

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  

C: Amen.  
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 Prayer after Communion 

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have 
our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have 
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and 
serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by 
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.. 

C: Amen. 
 

Father’s Day Observation 

 
 

Closing Hymn            “Shine, Jesus, Shine”                          No.671 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  Dr. Anthony Pattin 
 

 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +     
 

 

 THANK YOU! 
 
Bethany House would like to thank First St. John Lutheran for their 
continued faith and investment in the mission to provide unique 
long-term shelter and advocacy services to survivors and children 
impacted by domestic violence. The quilting group at the church 
recently donated 10 quilts that went directly to those fleeing 
domestic violence situations and was a welcomed gift when they 
needed it most. 
 
With support like this from the community, Bethany House is able 
to help survivors and their children not only survive, but thrive. 
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY 

 
Please purchase full size items. 

 
 

dish soap  shampoo, child      disposable razors             

paper towel  laundry soap        toothbrush, adult 

toilet paper  fabric softener sheets    toothpaste, adult 

tissues  body lotion         sanitary pads 

deodorant  body soap         band aids 

shampoo, adult    
 
This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of 
hygiene supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood 
to help them stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any 
donations from our congregation members. 
 
 If you would like to donate items, please donate only full 
size products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you 
would prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, 
we welcome monetary donations. Please make out checks to 
First St. John Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs 
Pantry on the memo line. 
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June 18, 2023                 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

 
 
 

Everything We Need 
 
Among the many lessons Jesus offers his disciples to prepare 
them for their ministry is the instruction to ask God to send more 
laborers. Even in the relatively small corner of the world they 
would reach during their lifetimes, the disciples would need to 
multiply their numbers if they hoped to spread the gospel, plant 
churches, and harvest followers of Christ. 
 Today, although we say, "it's a small world," the task of 
spreading the gospel is still more than one congregation or even 
denomination can do alone. Sometimes the size of our mission 
field overwhelms us and we wonder if our individual and even 
collective efforts can make a difference. 
 Fortunately, graciously, the Lord of the harvest does not 
leave us without resources or encouragement. Our worship with 
fellow laborers this day strengthens us for work and witness in 
God's beloved creation. All around us are harvesting 
opportunities, moments when God's deep care and concern for all 
can be demonstrated through our words and actions. The anxious 
co-worker who fears for the future, the young person maturing in 
faith, the stranger seeking community in our worship this day: all 
are part of God's good creation ripe for harvesting. 
 Jesus urges his disciples to pray for what they will need in 
their work, with the assurance that God has already provided for 
everything. God's living word--preached, proclaimed, and sung 
this day--strengthens us. Bread and wine--Christ's own body--
nourishes us. Hands extended in peace bind us to one another in 
love. God provides all the tools and fellow laborers we need to 
welcome others into the community formed around Jesus. 
 When we consider the ways in which our words and 
actions speak Christ to those who long for wholeness and 
community, we may discover that we are the workers we've been 
praying for. 


