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Called through faith, Gathered in worship, Serving the community
August 6, 2023 - 9:00 am

August 6, 2023 Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer
months we offer one service. Holy Communion will be celebrated
every Sunday throughout the Summer.

9:00 am Worship

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www.firststjiohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooOL & CATECHISM are dismissed for the summer.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Jeff Smith, Ted Hagedorn

READER
Bob Haar

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley



ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell (Please Stand)
“Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” No.380

Confession and Forgiveness

Opening Hymn

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Aimighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

Sharing of the Peace

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness,

and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for
the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all

the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.

C: Amen.
(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to
receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry
multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table
we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we
share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as
bread for the hungry.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also
promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that
previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these
nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.
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'Behold, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
Wlthout money and without price.
*Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
*Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
Iwill make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
*See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
>See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 (congregation responds in BOLD)

¥The Lorb is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love
*The LORD is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made.

"“The LORD upholds all who are falling,
and raises up all who are bowed down.
“The eyes of all look to you,

and you give them their food in due season.
'®You open your hand,

satisfying the desire of every living thing.
""The LORD is just in all his ways,

and kind in all his doings.

'""The LORD is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.

“He fulfills the desire of all who fear him;
he also hears their cry, and saves them.
The LORD watches over all who love him,
but all the wicked he will destroy.

2'My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of

Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and

legacy include being God'’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s
law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

'T am speaking the truth in Chrlst—I am not lying; my conscience
confirms it by the Holy Spirit—"1 have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. *For I could wish that I myself were accursed
and cut off from ChI‘lSt for the sake of my own people, my kindred
according to the flesh. *They are Israelites, and to them belong the
adoption, the glory, the covenants the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises; *to them belong the patrlarchs and from
them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all,
God blessed forever. Amen.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 14.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still,
his compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need
him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.



Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by hlmself But when the
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. '*When he
went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and
cured their 51ck *When it was evemng, the disciples came to him and said,
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away
so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” '®Jesus
said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to

eat.” 7They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two

fish.” "*And he said, “Bring them here to me.” "Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds °And all ate and
were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,
twelve baskets full. 2! And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.

Gospel Response

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “Break Now the Bread of Life” No. 515

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)

P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music Dr. Anthony Pattin

Offering Prayer

P: Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give
thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread
reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in
service to the world; through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OO TOT

: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life.

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

1 F—P—P—C

Ho - ly, ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and might,
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P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: To you, O God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen.
P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to
us the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are
welcome to gather at the Lord’s table.

Infant children and others who have not been baptized are
welcome to come to receive a blessing; please make an X with
your arms across your chest if you are not receiving the bread
and wine.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.

C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have
our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P:The God of all, who raised *+ Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word“ No.517
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Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
+ 4+ ++++++++ ++ +

LUTHERAN SoclAL SERVICES
of Northwestern Ohio

Strengthening Feople in Body, Mind and Spirit

This month’s ministry outreach is Lutheran Social Services of
Northwestern Ohio. Lutheran Social Services of Northwestern
Ohio assists people within a 24-county area and provides hope

and compassion. With multiple service sites throughout NW

Ohio, they serve all ages, faiths, races and economic statuses

with professional and confidential services.

When you’re not sure where to turn.

Life.Support.

Life is full of challenges. Our ability to cope
with these challenges are as different as our
individual personalities. Whether you’re facing an
addiction, depression or struggling with one of life’s
stressful moments, no one ever said you had to
overcome it alone.

Support is the mission of Lutheran Social
Services of Northwestern Ohio. For more than 100
years we have been supporting those in need
throughout northwest Ohio and southeast Michigan
with hope, compassion and stability.

Visit www.Issnwo.org for more info.
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Even More Than We Have

The story of five loaves and two fish is a powerful
reminder of the abundance that God provides. When Jesus saw
the crowd of people who gathered to hear him speak, he knew
that they were hungry. However, with only five loaves of bread
and two fishes it seemed like there would never be enough to go
around. Miraculously though, Jesus blessed the food and began
to distribute it to the people and everyone was fed! Perhaps you
are familiar with this story, or it is the first time you are hearing
it. It is one of the most famous stories told of the miraculous
power and life of Christ, and gives us a wonderful window into
Jesus’ heart for the multitudes of hurting and hungry people. It is
also a great example of how we should not let what we perceive
as limitations, limit the amazing power of God.

Has God ever used you in a way that seemed bigger than
what you had to offer? God asks us to surrender all of ourselves
and what we have to give so that he can use it to multiply our
impact in a miraculous way. Here’s the thing, Jesus isn’t asking
for much. That day all He needed was five loaves and two fish.
And while He may not be asking for much, He is asking us to
bring to Him what we have. As we do that, He is the one that
blesses and multiplies what we bring Him. When we surrender
what we have and simply offer it to Jesus, He is able to take it and
do with it abundantly, exceedingly more than all we could ask for
or imagine. In the same way that in this story, everyone ate until
they were satisfied, when we trust Christ and give to Him all that
we have, He satisfies us and uses it to satisfy the world.




