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September 10, 2023                          15th Sunday After Pentecost 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
   8:00 am       Early Worship 
 10:30 am        Late Worship 
  
L   R  W : We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 

S ! Y ’   : Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 

I  R : Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 

S  S   C  are dismissed for the summer.  
 
N  is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
R  are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 

F : If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 

M : If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
ELDERS 
Ben Hodges. Matt Miller 
 
READER 
Tom Hartford 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Beth Hugueley 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 

Prelude            Dr. Anthony Pattin 
 
 

Ringing of the Bell (Please Stand) 

 

Opening Hymn                  “Gather Us In” No.532 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the 
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
 

C: Amen 

P: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

P: Steadfast and faithful God, 
C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow 
you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and 
suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of 
others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, 
forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and 
your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you 
and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us 
on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen. 
 

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all 
understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, 
God is always making a new way for us. In ÿ Christ, you are 
already and always forgiven. 
C: Amen 
 

Sharing of the Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord. 
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Sharing of the Peace 
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.”   
 

 We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 
 “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”      No. 857 

 
“Lord I lift your name on high; 

Lord I love to sing your praises, 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, 

I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift your name on high.” 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far 
from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives 
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C:  Amen. 

 

(Please be seated)                                

Announcements 
 

Introduction 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community.  Jesus’ words 
in today’s gospel are often used in situations having to do with 
church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to 
turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is fulfilling of the 
law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present 
among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.  
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11  
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully 
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack 
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack 
unnecessary. 
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 7You, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If 
I say to the wicked, "O wicked ones, you shall surely die," and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: 
"Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away 
because of them; how then can we live?" 11Say to them, As I live, says the 
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 
ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 (congregation responds in BOLD) 
 

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
      and I will observe it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, that I may keep your law; 
      And observe it with my whole heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
      for I delight in it. 
36Turn my heart to your decrees 
     and not to selfish gain.  
37Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; 
      give me life in your ways. 
38Confirm to your servant your promise, 
     which is for those who fear you. 
39Turn away the reproach which I dread, 
      because your judgments are good. 
40See, I long for your precepts; 
      in your righteousness give me life.  
 

 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14  

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal 
of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live 
today in light of the future God has in store for us. 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, "You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your 
neighbor as yourself." 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love 
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is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
(Please stand) 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel Announcement 
 

P:   The Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 18. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20  
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church 
as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned 
against another. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15"If another member of the church sins 
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the 
member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may 
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, 
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truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them." 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  Pastor Rayl 

 

 Sermon Hymn    “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”       No. 705 

 
(Please stand) 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering  

 
Offertory Music         Dr. Anthony Pattin 
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Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy 
the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before us. 
Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open 
our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
 

Pastoral Prayer   (Each petition concludes with this response) 

P:  Mericiful God, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through your Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  

    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

     For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion  

P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.  

C: We come at our Lord’s command.  
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The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  

 

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

(After all have received communion, please stand.)  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace.  

C: Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion 

P: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this 
bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your 
great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we 
hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of 
peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 
Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

 

Closing Hymn      “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee“                No.836 
 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Postlude                               Dr. Anthony Pattin 
 
 
                        

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +     
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY 
 

Please purchase full size items. 
 

dish soap  shampoo, child  disposable 
razors             

paper towel  laundry soap  toothbrush, adult  

toilet paper  fabric softener sheets toothpaste, adult 

tissues   body lotion  sanitary pads 

deodorant  body soap  band aids 

shampoo, adult    
 
This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene 
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them 
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our 
congregation members. 
 
 If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size 
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would 
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome 
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John 
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo 
line. 
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September 10, 2023           15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

 
 

 

From the Heart 
  
 "Forgive and forget" the proverb goes, but aren't we more 
likely to forgive and remember? Or not forgive at all? We keep 
score. Our capacity for remembering wrongs inflicted on us is 
enormous. That we are guilty of sin against others might seem 
less important than pointing out the ways in which we ourselves 
have been hurt. Fairness demands that we keep score, that we 
take notice of who has done what to whom. Forgiving means 
undoing our "moral economics"--the bookkeeping we rely on to 
keep life in balance. 
 Jesus tells a story about a king who wants to settle 
accounts. His slave owes him an incredible amount of money--
millions of dollars. What does it mean to settle this account with 
forgiveness, to wipe the scoreboard clean? How do you make 
that much indebtedness disappear from the books? 
 This is a case study in Jesus' new economics. The only 
adequate way to settle our moral account is to internalize the 
debts we ourselves have incurred by our misdeeds against others. 
The moral record keeping which motivates Peter's initial 
question ("How often am I going to have to forgive?") will get in 
the way of this revolution. Jesus invites a transformation of the 
heart, a deep identification with the offender which allows us to 
experience our neighbor's pain as well as our own. 

 Perhaps we are capable of forgiving only to the extent that 
we ourselves have been forgiven! The new economics of the heart 
begins with an inner transformation generated by undeserved love. 
Forgiveness is meant to create a chain reaction that not only 
changes who we are but also alters how we deal with others. It 
begins from the forgiving heart of God and flows into us. It takes 
over inside us, pouring from our hearts into the lives of others. 


