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Called through faith, Gathered in worship, Serving the community
October 8, 2023 -10:30 am

October 8, 2023 19th Sunday After Pentecost
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our
regular Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship

9:15 am JAM Sunday School

9:15 am Adult Bible Study

10:30 am Late Worship

11:45 am 2nd Year Catechism every other Sunday

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www.firststjiohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’'RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

ADULT _SUNDAY ScHOOL meets at 9:15 am in the lounge every
Sunday.

CHILDREN AGES 3 THROUGH 5TH GRADE Wwill meet at 9:15 am for
Sunday School in the basement of the church (JAM Room).

2ND YEAR CATECHISM CLASSES: Second year class will meet every
other Sunday at 11:45 am.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLoWwERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell (Please Stand)

Opening Hymn  “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” No.389

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, *+ Jesus who bears the
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.

C: Amen
P: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

P: Steadfast and faithful God,

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow
you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and
suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of
others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown,
forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and
your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you
and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us
on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all
understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus,

God is always making a new way for us. In -+ Christ, you are
already and always forgiven.

C: Amen

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

Sharing of the Peace

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:
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“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day
P: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by
the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and
by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which
serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s
death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured
out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin.
Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine
and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the
power of his resurrection.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God
and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s
loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice
and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

'Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
’He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,



but it yielded wild grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
*What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

>And now I will tell you
what [ will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
%I will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!

"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.
12Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
BThe wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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| st | T—1 B B S— 1 — 1 |
> ] 1 | | —— 1 | — ]
P I 1 L4 bl A et A

Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: PSALM 80:7-15 (congregation responds in BOLD)
Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15)

"Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
*You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
You cleared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.
'“The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
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Lord, let my heart; Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Gospel Announcement

P: The Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 21.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing
that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.



[Jesus said to the people:] ***Listen to another parable. There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press
in it, and built a watchtower Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. **When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to
the tenants to collect his produce. ~"But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. °Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. "’Finally he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” *But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves “This is the heir; come, let us
kill him and get his mherrtance S0 they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. “"Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” *' They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vrneyard to other tenants who
will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

“Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away | from you
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. *“The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on
Whom it falls.”

“*When the chief priests and the Pharlsees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. “*They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Gospel Response

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn  “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” No.608

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)

P: Mericiful God,
C: Receive our prayer.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music “Just a Closer a Walk with Jesus” FSJ Chancel Choir
Dr. Joan Walldorf—Director

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy
the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open
our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OO TOT

: ltis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
8



merciful God, through your Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this
bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your
great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we
hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of
peace, for you are Lord forevermore.

C: Amen.
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Blessing

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than
we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn  “Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” No.545

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. God is at work in you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

+++++++++++++

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE
ELDERS
Tom Gaskins, Terry Ruedy

READER
Carol Haar

SOUND BOARD
Dave Wilbarger
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Rebuilder

Why would builders "reject" a stone? It could be too
weak or too porous or riddled with fractures that might cause
it to crumble. Or it could be of such an unusual shape that
there would be no way to fit other stones around it to make it
a useful part of the structure.

In today's gospel reading Jesus quotes a psalm that
speaks about such a rejected stone (Ps. 118:22-23). This
unwanted stone becomes an important architectural element
in a new kind of structure. The original wording of the psalm
could mean this rejected rock is the cornerstone that
determines the angles for the rest of the building. Or it could
refer to the keystone at the top of an arch that holds the whole
structure together. Either way, using a "rejected stone" would
create a rather unusual building.

What parts of your life don't fit together right now?
What in your life is out of place, awkward, or just plain
wrong? Are there challenges or heartaches that threaten to
turn carefully built walls--routines, assumptions, lifestyles--
into rubble? Where in your life could you use a solid
foundation?

Jesus tells his story about a vineyard in rebellion to
give his listeners--and us--another chance. His message about
God's unconditional love does not fit into the world's
structures of accountability. Jesus himself is the rejected
stone, the stone that doesn't fit. He affirms his rightful title as
Son of God by being executed as a criminal. He is part of
God's new plan for building a different reality in the world.
And wondrous architect that he is, he is able to take the misfit,
crumbling structures of our lives and turn them into
something which will amaze our eyes! Let him get to work as
the master builder in your life.




