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January 14, 2024                               Second Sunday of Epiphany  

 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism.  Our 
regular Sunday schedule is: 
 

       8:00 am      Early Worship 
       9:15 am      JAM Sunday School  
       9:15 am          Adult Bible Study 
      10:30 am      Late Worship 
      11:45 am      2nd Year Catechism  
     (every other Sunday) 
         2:00 pm      Chapel Communion  
     (2nd Sunday of the month) 
 

L   R  W : We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 

S ! Y ’   : Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 

I  R : Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 

A  S  S  meets at 9:15 am in the lounge every 
Sunday. 
 

C   3  5   will meet at 9:15 am for 
Sunday School in the basement of the church (JAM Room). 
 

2   C  C : Second year class will meet every 
other Sunday at 11:45 am. 
 

N  is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 

R  are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 

F : If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 

M : If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am  
 

Prelude                                                                Dr. Anthony Pattin 
  

Ringing of the Bell          (Please stand)        
  

Opening Hymn        “Arise, Your Light Has Come!””             No. 314 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and 
light, word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God, our rock and refuge, 
 

C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but 
have not always loved you. We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. We have not always recognized the 
Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your 
good news to all. 
Amen. 
 

P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
By the authority of (☩) Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are 
God’s beloved. 
C: Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord. 
 

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.”   We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
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Hymn    “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus”               No. 451 
 

Greeting 
P:  The grace given to us in Christ Jesus, the help of the Holy Spirit 

living in us, and the power of God who calls us with a holy 
purpose be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful 
redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we 
know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

 

Announcements 
 
 

Introduction 
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just 
pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel. The 
story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. 
Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from 
Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or 
rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision 
in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of 
heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where 
Nathanael will meet God. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the L  comes to Samuel and 
calls him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God 
obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of 
Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 

 1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could 
not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone 
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I 
am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, 
“I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called 
again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now 
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Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet 
been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he 
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:      Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18— Congregation responds in BOLD. 
 

1O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
 you discern my thoughts from far away. 
 
3You search out my path and my lying down, 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4Even before a word is on my tongue, 
O LORD, you know it completely. 
 
5You hem me in, behind and before, 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
 it is so high that I cannot attain it 
 

13For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
 you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
 Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 
 

15My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
 intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
 In your book were written 
 all the days that were formed for me, 
 when none of them as yet existed. 
 

17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
 How vast is the sum of them! 
18I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
 I come to the end—I am still with you. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20  
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their 
lives through the death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, 
including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to 
Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us. 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All 
things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food 
is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy 
both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also 
raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united 
to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 
one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the 
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 
from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to John Chapter 1. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 1:43-51  
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring 
others to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he 
accepts the invitation to “Come and see.” 
 
 43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 
know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are 
the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 
 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
  
Sermon Hymn       “Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult”             No.696 
 

 (Please stand) 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Merciful God,  
C:  Receive our prayer. 

 
(Please be seated)  

 

The Offering  
 

Offertory Music      “I Want Jesus To Walk with Me” FSJ Chancel Choir 
 Dr. Joan Walldorf, Director of Music 
 Dr. Anthony Pattin, Church Musician 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Offering Prayer 
P: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. 
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, 
that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose 
name we pray. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  

    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

     For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

    (Please be seated)        
 

Invitation to Communion  

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and 
see.  
C: Come, take your place at the table. 
 
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  

 

(After all have received communion, please stand.)  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace.  

C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: : Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are 
Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all 
and to your glory, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 

P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in you, (☩) bless you and remain with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

   

Closing Hymn       “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”                    No.318 
          
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                    Dr. Anthony Pattin 
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    PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

 

ELDERS 
Ben Hodges, Matt Miller 
 
READER 
Susie Purewal 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Dave Wilbarger 
 

+++++++++++ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We once again will be participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring to 
benefit Lutheran Social Services of Northwestern Ohio’s Food Pantry.  
The local Toledo food pantry distributes food to those in need every 

Tuesday and Thursday each month.  
 

We will be collecting items for the pantry and also monetary 
donations. Every dollar donated will go directly to the purchase of 

food for the pantry! 
 

Food Pantry Wishlist 
 

     Canned Meats (Tuna, Chicken, Spam)      Ramen 

     Canned Fruits and Vegetables       Crackers 

     Canned Soup, Ravioli, Chili, Beef Stew      Cereal 

     Juice (46 or 64 oz.—plastic bottles only)      Oatmeal or Grits 

     Pasta and Pasta Sauce (Marinara or Alfredo)  Cereal Bars 

     Ketchup, Mayo, Mustard        Jelly 

     Cake or Brownie Mixes and Frosting 
 

Grocery Carts are available for your food donations, and a soup pot is 
in the Narthex (lobby) to collect monetary donations. You can also 
donate directly to LSS by using the pink envelopes in the pew and 
placing in the offering plate. Please write “LSS food pantry” in the 

memo line. This will be our ministry focus for January and February. 
Please plan to participate! 
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January 14, 2024                   SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
 
 

A Child's Invitation 
 
 The mission ministry of Jesus begins a chain reaction. 
Jesus "finds" Philip and says to him, "Follow me." The very first 
thing Philip does is to run off to his friend Nathanael and say, 
"We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." When 
Nathanael questioned whether anything good could come out of 
Nazareth, Philip simply said, "Come and see." 
 Note two things here. First, Jesus did not have to ask 
Philip to go and invite someone else to come. It happened 
naturally, spontaneously. The followers of Jesus are constantly 
inviting. Those who are found find others. They don't wait for an 
evangelism committee to prod them with an event. 
 And second, note that what Philip did requires no special 
skill. Philip was just an infant as far as discipleship was 
concerned. He had received no special training or instruction. 
That would come over the next three years as he grew in the faith 
along with all the others. And still, even as the new kid on the 
block, he already had everything he needed to ask a friend to 
come. 
 Maybe it takes a special gift from God and years of 
training to be a missionary in a foreign land. Certainly it takes a 
special gift from God and an intensive orientation program to do 
door-to-door cold calling. But it takes no extra gift from God or 
even one day of training to do what Philip did. All that it takes is 
childhood; being a kid of the kingdom, a child of God. 
 Look how freely kids invite their friends to activities. Kids 
are often the best evangelists in the church. Maybe it is time for 
adults to learn a lesson from the kids. And a good place to start is 
with this one-day-old child, Philip. 

 

 


